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PDK Membership
by Chapter
(as of October 1, 2016)

Gamma Theta			151
Beta Nu			
46
Florida Mu			
14
Zeta Eta			
28
Alpha			
11
Mississippi Alpha		
128
Gamma Lambda		
103
Lambda			 47
Delta Nu			
39
Florida Alpha-Lambda
43
Beta Beta			
9
Florida Nu			
55
Beta Eta			244

Notice from
Jim Byrd

Chairman
National Board of Trustees

PDK National Charity
At our past national convention, we selected St. Jude’s
Childrens Hospital as our National Charity. Beta Eta
made an initial contribution to the Phi Delta Kappa
Foundation in support of this national endeavor.
At our meeting of October 18, we voted to set up a
canister at the bar for members to make a donation
toward this project. We further voted that the Chapter would match whatever the brotherhood donated
each month.
We are very proud to say that in the next 13 days of
October we collected $55.00 and will be presenting to
the Foundation a check for $110. This took very little
effort to generate these funds for a great charity. Beta
Eta wishes to challenge every chapter in the fraternity
to exceed our contribution each month.
Jim Byrd
Beta Eta
Chairman National Board of Trustees

TOTAL			918

Circle of Excellence
Award
Circle of Excellence Award applications
should now be submitted to:

Ed Nault
National Sergeant at Arms
4291 Wilkinson Drive
Lake Worth, FL 33466
ednault@phideltakappa.org
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n 11 November I left MS Alpha for the Florida
chapters arriving at Fl Nu homecoming day.
They had a breakfast brunch that was delightful.
After much brotherhood they had an announcement Brother Sam Agresti of Florida Mu called
Bob Foose up and I had the honor of presenting
his 50 year pin to him, he was very surprised and
honored. His wife Sharon was very proud and
surprised as well. Florida Nu then set up for the
afternoon festivities. They had a band play and
brotherhood was had by all. Members kept coming and going the whole day They then started to
cook again chicken and ribs and it was all good!.
On Monday night we met at Florida Mu for their
business meeting. It was well attended, Past National President Jim Cressman, Bill Davis and Sam
Agresti, The meeting went well then we all gathered around and had a beverage of our choice. We
all had a great visit before bidding goodbyes.

O

n Wednesday I made my way to Florida Alpha Lambda for their business meeting it to
was well attended. The meeting went well then we
migrated to the bar area having a beverage of our
choice before going outside to the smoking area
where we all visited until the late hours many stories many memories are made again!

L

atter on I made it back to Florida Nu for their
business meeting it to was a good meeting with
much brotherhood with food and drinks then
many spirited games of pool before saying good
buy until River Ranch at Kissimmee, they said they
will have warm weather for everyone!

R

emember 20/20 tickets are on sale now see
any national officers for details. I sold some at
Florida Alpha Lambda thanks brothers!

I

wish to thank brother Tom Ferales of Florida
Nu and brother Troy Sparks of Beta ETA Winchester for writing articles in our newsletter. Every
member can submit articles and I encourage everyone to submit something about their chapters
to help better educate us about what is going on in
our great fraternity! Traveling to other chapters is
nice but I cannot wait to come home to Ms Alpha
an sit in front of the fireplace and catch up on old
times with my brothers.

I

hope everyone had a Merry Christmas and a
happy New Year! I would like to thank all the
chapters for all your charitable events that helped
out children and families in need in your community’s. It makes our fraternity stand out and helps
us understand the true meaning of Phi Delta Kappa Service, service to our communities and peace
in our hearts will make this a better fraternity for
all!

T

National President’s Message

O

hanks everyone for making me proud to be a
Phi Delt! Looking forward to another great
year with my PDK family!

H
A

ope to see everyone at the new River Ranch
on the 17th and 18th of February until then.
lways working for the betterment of our great
Fraternity! Remember If it is to be, it is up to
me. God Bless America!

Greg Trombly MS Alpha
president@phideltakappa.org
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The S.E.C. Speaks
National Master of Ceremonies

masterofceremonies@phideltakappa.org

Bruce Smith
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
Hello brothers and sweethearts! I got so wrapped up in the
Cubs World Series victory that I forgot to wish everyone a
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! So there, I got that
taken care of…pretty easy!
How many issues, jobs, annoyances and other petty stuff do
you put off on a daily basis? I could make a huge list of these.
Some are just not important. Some are not fun and some are
just a pain in the rear end. Some require help and some involve helping someone else. I find the ones where it requires
me to help someone else are the easiest to jump right on. I
don’t know why I would rather help someone else than take
care of what I need to do to shorten my to do list. I have always
been like this.
I guess (well I know) I saw my grandparents and parents both
do deeds like this. It has been bred into me and I am grateful
that it has been. I have been told at work “Never do bad jobs
well. They will just keep coming back to you with more bad
jobs.” There is a ton of truth in those statements. But you know
what? I really like a challenge and look forward to them. If a
person is not challenged on occasion how can they really grow
as a human being? Oh sure it can rub your nerves raw at times.
It can stroke your fur the wrong direction, etc. but the rewards
are normally worth it. I guess I liked to feel needed.
We Care Weekend collections done by my Beta Nu brothers,
family and friends netted $13,300. The amazing thing to me
is that $2,740 was in nickels, dimes and quarters. That is a lot
of change for a lot of change. This money is split between five
different organizations to help those in Howard Country who
can’t afford a Christmas to actually have one. Thank you to
Emir and PNP Jim Myers for being the leader of our rag tag
pack. His love for We Care is off the charts. It really fills our
hearts with love and joy to be able to help out our community.
We had the Winter Blues Fest at the Chapter House and it was
a major success. The crowd filled the seat with many standing
around the perimeter of the room. Almost every chair in the
Chapter House had a rear end in it. There was a family that lost
their house in a fire late Thursday night. By the time the show
rolled around on Friday we got the word out about them needing just about everything. A large tub in the foyer was filled
with clothes, towels, other household items etc. We passed the
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Thunder Mug and collected $200 from the Blues fans at
the event. These two events are one of the main reasons I
love PDK and Kokomo.
The last thing is that my dad Bill is going to be initiated
in the Delta Nu Chapter of the Fraternity on December
12th. Beta Eta is going to bring several brothers over
to help with the initiation. My dad wants to help and
be a good Phi Delta Kappa and see me finish my move
through the chairs. Those that meet him will get a good
understanding of why I am who I am. This makes me one
very happy brother!
Until next time remember to tell your loved ones every
day that you love them. Hug a brother and get involved.
Proud to be a Phi Delta Kappa!

Bruce Smith

National Auditor

auditor@phideltakappa.org
Ed Nault

National Sergeant at Arms

sergeantatarms@phideltakappa.org
Todd Gullett

Dear Sweethearts and Brothers,

Hello Brothers and Sisters,

Hoping everyone had a safe and wonderful Thanksgiving and Christmas holiday, and a very happy and
healthy New Year to all!

As you read this article I hope everyone had a great
Christmas and has a Prosperous New Years.

Wow 2017, come this year our fraternity will become
115 years old. May that put a smile on our founding
Brothers faces, looking down on us from above. They
did their part, now it is up to us if we are to survive.
It amazes me that out of over 900 brothers, only approximately 50% could or would make the time to send in
the magazine subscription form. I believe we all know
that we fund the magazine (all members of the fraternity). This means that beginning this month only half
our membership will receive the magazine either e-mail
or paper copy, and the rest will not, even though they
are paying for it. Too bad they will not be able to read
about! I wonder how long it will take before they realize
they haven’t received a magazine in a while? Enough of
that for now.
As the New Year begins, some Chapters will be installing new Chapter Officers, to these men I say thank you
for being a vital part of our fraternity, and to the outgoing Officers, thank you for the hard work this past year!
One of the main things I would like to see take place
in our fraternity this year is that we try to all be a little
more true to the Oath and Obligation we have undertaken in this fraternity. Root out pettiness, when problems can be solved by sitting down and talking to each
other as grown men.

My work season is over and I will be out traveling very
soon. I will be making a trip to Peru and other Chapters as much as I can.
Beta Eta has been busy with our Scholarship Breakfasts.
It is on the Second Saturday of the Month. It is All You
Can Eat for $6. All the Proceeds go to the High School
Scholarship Fund. We split the money up between the
number of approved applications we receive.
I would like to congratulate Beta Nu for collecting
around $13,300 for We Care. It is their largest Charity.
They set a New record on the amount they received. On
December 12th, Beta Eta’s Degree Team will be traveling to Kokomo to do an Initiation for the father of our
National Master of Ceremonies, Bruce Smith. We will
be taking somewhere between 12 and 17 people.
Christina, myself and Beta Eta send our condolences to
the House family in Mississippi. Brother Jason and his
son Bradley lost their lives Monday December 5th in
a automobile accident. May God be with their family
and friends.

Visit your local Chapter,
Todd Gullett

As a final thought, Lord please let this great country
become more united and our President Elect have the
wisdom to do it.
Adios ,
Ed Nault
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National Inner Guard

innerguard@phideltakappa.org

National
Outer
Guard
outerguard@phideltakappa.org

Doug Leach

Butch Rhonemus

Happy New Year to all you and I hope your Christmas was
everything you wished for and more. Also, good luck on
your New Years’ resolutions. I don’t make any resolutions
just for the reason that I never follow through and why put
myself through the torture for a short period of time and
then just throw it out the window. Oh well, if you are really
sure about your resolution then I hope you make a success.
I do have a good resolution for the Fraternity! Just think if
everyone made a decision to add at least 1 new member for
this year! That would be an amazing feat. If you do bring in
a new member, make it a member that is worthy and really
understands and wants to be a part of the Fraternity. Don’t
bring in someone just to add numbers and then in less than
6 months you have to drop him because he didn’t pay his
dues. Get them in and get them involved!
Also, be patient with some of your members that have fallen
on hard times and give them a little extra time to catch up
with their dues. It works for Gamma Theta, we sometimes
wait till the end of the year to collect dues or make arrangements to have them paid by a specific time. Make it your
Chapters’ Resolution to help out a member!
It’s a new year, with a new President, new Senate & House
leaders, and new promises that hopefully they all keep
and make this county great again! It’s a new year also for
the Chapters in our Fraternity and help the leaders of your
Chapters by stepping forward and taking on more responsibility and getting active in your social and Executive meetings. By doing so, it not only helps the Chapter, but it help
you out too, the more you get involved the more you will get
out of it. I wish all of you a Great 2017!

Doug Leach

Greetings Phi Delta Kappa Brothers and Sweethearts,
I hope everyone had a joyous Christmas and a Happy New
Year with your families and loved ones. I am sure that we are
all looking forward to 2017 and I hope that it will be a great
year for everyone.
In December the Beta Eta Degree Team traveled to Kokomo
to initiate John Smith. John is the father of Brother Bruce
Smith and is 80 years young!!! Wondering if John is the oldest person to ever be initiated into our fraternity?
It was an honor to be a part of the degree team along with
Scott Dull, Todd Gullet, Ron Anderson, Zeke Horner, Craig
Brutout, Steve Burge, and Bill Robbins. The brothers of Beta
Nu provided us with a tasty dinner which included jambalaya. It was good to see Brother John Handy, Chapter President Brandon Sumpter, and PNP Greg Sumpter.
Our Christmas was spent at home surrounded by our children and grandchildren. Our daughter Eden and her family drove from San Diego to be here with us this year. Our
daughter Kendra and her boys spent Christmas Eve night
with us too. The girls were excited to be here with us so that
they could sit at the top of the stairs and hit on the wall until
they woke us up just like when they were kids.
They were not allowed to come downstairs on Christmas
morning until we could get up and turn on the tree. The rest
of our children, their spouses/significant others, and grandkids joined us later on Christmas Day to enjoy our traditional dinner of prime rib.
The wife and I have recovered from our respective surgeries
and have returned to work. We are hoping this coming year
is a healthier one for the both of us.
From our home to yours-Happy New Year!!!!

Butch Rhonemus
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The following letter was received by the Florida Nu Chapter and was submitted by brother Sal Pecora on behalf
of our brothers there. Great job Florida Nu!
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PDK Chapter Happenings!
February 11th 2017
National Sweetheart

Meal: 6:30 - 7:30
Program: 8:00 - 9:00
Sean Lamb Band
9:00 - 1:00

$30 per couple for Meal & Dance
$5 per person for Dance only

Jacki Parks

Prime Rib Dinner
Baked Potatoes
Salad
Roll
Au Jus
Dessert

Please RSVP by Feb. 7 th by calling
Chapter House
584-7461 or
Scott Dull
546-0262

Check out
Sean Lamb
On facebook and youtube
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