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PDK Membership
by Chapter
(as of August 1, 2016)

Gamma Theta			151
Beta Nu			
46
Florida Mu			
14
Zeta Eta			
28
Alpha			
11
Mississippi Alpha		
128
Gamma Lambda		
102
Lambda			 47
Delta Nu			
39
Florida Alpha-Lambda
43
Beta Beta			
9
Florida Nu			
55
Beta Eta			243
TOTAL			916

Circle of Excellence
Award
Circle of Excellence Award applications
should now be submitted to:

Ed Nault
National Sergeant at Arms
4291 Wilkinson Drive
Lake Worth, FL 33466
ednault@phideltakappa.org
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A Word from the Editor
Gregory G. Taylor, PhD

editor@phideltakappa.org
Hello to all my PDK brothers and their sweethearts! We have officially entered the Autumn season and I for one can’t wait for the cooler
temperatures to arrive!
Our northern brothers are getting ready to enjoy the beautiful change
of the leaves and preparing for the onslought of the winter season,
while we in the south are praying for the temperature to drop soon!
We were sorry to hear about the terrible weather in Indiana recently
and thankful no one was hurt, or lost their homes.
Steph and I recently weathered through Hurricane Hermine, which
was the first hurricane to hit the Tallahassee area in 35 years. While
our home did not sustain any damage, the power grid for the entire
city was hit hard and we were without power for 5 days. It took a long
time and a lot of help from other power companies to get everyone
back online. So far, the city has reported over 2,000 truck loads of
debris picked up, and they’re still going!
Wherever you are, enjoy the changes the Autumn season brings, and
stay safe!

All submissions received by the first of the month will
be considered for publication in the following month’s
edition. (Example: Submission received by June 1st
would be considered for publication in July’s edition.)
THE PHI DELTA KAPPA MAGAZINE
October 2016
VOLUME MMXVI, NO 9
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National President’s Message

I

hope everyone had a good summer and enjoyed
family friends and Phi Delta Kappa! Our Indiana chapters are winding down events and Mississippi and Florida chapters are planning events
to beat the heat! I look forwards to my travels this
year as your national president; it is a great honor
to be able to be a part of this great fraternity.

T

his year convention was great to see so many
brothers and sisters together again! The last
day at the Winchester hotel I got to wish everyone
goodbye, I was the last one to leave. I then traveled
to Kokomo to see PNP Jon Handy, I talked to him
on the phone, and he wished me well on my journey. I then traveled to Gamma Lambda in Michigan City I visited with the brothers there. The next
night I went to their business meeting which was
well attended. It was a very lively meeting. All the
brothers were able to express themselves and still
be brothers afterwards. They opened and closed the
meeting by ritual and did not miss a beat! Gamma
Lambda exemplifies the principles and values of
Phi Delta Kappa and it shows in their membership! The next day I started my journey home to
Mississippi Alpha!

O

nce rested up started to plan out the Fall SEC
meeting on the 21st and 22nd of October in
which MS Alpha is inviting everyone to come. On
Friday night the ladies are planning a Southern
Supper with all the trimmings. Saturday will be the
meeting. I am hoping our Walter will cook breakfast will update later. Hope to have our famous
steak dinner and maybe a band at night, during
the afternoon we will plan things around the chapterhouse.

P

lanning and communications are the future of
fraternity. I am hoping the new web page will
help to do this, I urge everyone to get online and
get a feel of what this can do for your chapter!

T

he 3rd week of September brings the Hog Roast
at Gamma Theta in Danville. The 2nd week in
November is the Chili cook-off in Mississippi Alpha. By setting dates for events at the same time
ever year it helps us to better plan our Phi Delt
calendar. For example Florida Alpha Lambda and
Florida Nu have events planned for the 1st of October. I think our new web page calendar will prove
to be beneficial for planning future events.

I

thank everyone for supporting the 20-20 fund;
it has enabled our officers to better serve the fraternity. I feel confident that our fine line of officers
will bring continuity and leadership to the fraternity for many years to come.
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A

gain I am asking everyone who would like
to receive your news letter by way of mail or
internet please fill out the form available in this
newsletter. The internet version of the newsletter
will have more valuable information about chapter functions and Phi Delta Kappa history and
more brotherhood now because it is not limited
to newsprint space and mailing costs. Please provide a good mailing address and respond by 11
November 2016.

F

or our brothers and sisters coming to Mississippi Alpha in the future here are a few places
to stay.

R

ooms at Fairfield Inn 150 Highway 11 and
80 Meridian MS 39301 601-453-3851 @ $104
PER NIGHT

H

amilton Inn/old Best Western 2219 S. Frontage Rd. Meridian Ms 39301 601-693-3210 @
$75.00

H

oliday Inn 100 North Frontage Road Meridian MS 39301 601-693-0160 $109.00 Exclusive shuttle service to its guests anywhere within a
five mile radius which includes the chapter house.
(Holiday Inn will also be the convention hotel)

P
A

lease feel free to contact me with any questions, my phone # is 601-480-9244!

lways working for the betterment of our great
Fraternity! Remember if it is to be, it is up to
me. God Bless America!

Greg Trombly MS Alpha
president@phideltakappa.org

The S.E.C. Speaks

National Master of Ceremonies
Bruce Smith

masterofceremonies@phideltakappa.org
Fall Down and Get Back Up
Hello brothers and sweethearts!
Fall is here. Football and post-season baseball will be in
many of our plans! The heat of the Summer passes into
the cooler evenings and days of Autumn. The leaves will
start falling from the trees and warm bowls of soup and
comfort foods will fill our tables. I love the change of
seasons we get in the Hoosier state. Each change brings
memories of the past and hopes and goals for the future. I can only guess in Florida and Mississippi it goes
from way too hot to just hot. Sorry brothers we love our
changes!
This year is this first year in many that Sarah and I did
not attend the Hog Roast in Danville. This happened
to be the same weekend as a Fish Fry and fundraiser
my dad heads up for the Post 27 American Legion in
Plymouth. This is put on by the 40/8 branch of Legion.
He has been the head of it for many years and this Fish
Fry helps pay quite a bit of money to the three or four
sponsored nursing students. I helped with this event for
many years and got my daughter Brittany and granddaughter Lilly helping with the horse races (a Phi Delta
Kappa idea brought to them). The whole event has run
smooth without Sarah and my help for several years
now.
On August 25th a gut punch was delivered to the event.
My friend Terry Prater passed away from a recently
discovered health issue. TP was the emcee and great
guy to work with on the Fish Fry. My dad counted on
him heavily to get the drawing done correctly and announce the horse races. The amount of sadness over the
loss of TP is overwhelming. Many asked “Who will take
his place at the Fish Fry?” My dad told them all not to
worry he had a backup plan. Well that backup plan is my
son Alex and I taking over for TP. When my dad asks for
help or a favor I jump up. He has been so helpful to me
over the years that I would be an idiot not to do what
I can to help him and ease his mind. I hope everybody
had a great time at the Gamma Theta Hog Roast!

Kokomo was pounded again by tornadoes on Wednesday August 24th, eight of them in Howard county. The
Chapter House dodged the tornado that wiped out
the Starbucks and trashed the neighborhood we are
located in. This same tornado traveled out to the area
east of town where our home is located.
We lost our camper because it smashed into the garage
wall. We also had some guttering get smashed by tree
branches, a roof turbine took flight, one porch light
and the garage door also took a hit. Boy we sure were
lucky. One larger house less than 400 yards from mine
was destroyed. Friday came around and we still had no
electricity at Beta Nu and had to cancel the Blues Jam.
The brothers cooked hot dogs and had bottled water
and chips for those working on the cleanup and living
in the Cedar Crest neighborhood where our Chapter
House is located.
I finally took my first trip into the area where the
tornado left a path of destruction on the Tuesday
Labor Day. Wow there are so many that have a total
loss. I had several brothers and sweethearts offering
up generators and help with the yard cleanup. I had
many brothers and their sweethearts checking up on
us with phone calls, on Facebook and via email. This is
why Phi Delta Kappa is so awesome! We are ALL truly
blessed!
Until next time remember to tell your loved ones
every day that you love them. Hug a brother and get
involved!

Bruce Smith
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National Auditor

Ed Nault

auditor@phideltakappa.org
Dear Sweethearts and Brothers,
I sure was glad to hear our brothers in Kokomo survived
the violent weather without physical injury but was
sorry about the damage to that area. Please know the
whole Fraternity has you in our thoughts and prayers,
and for all the people in Kokomo.
I want to tell you a astory about brotherhood I experienced recently. A few weeks ago my home owners insurance company sent an inspector over to look around
my house and property. A couple weeks later, I received
a notice that I have to upgrade my electric panel because it was outdated.
Two days later, I drive by a FL/NU brothers house, just
down the road, who happens to be an electrical contractor. To make this story short, 3 days later I had a
new panel installed, at a price I could afford. Thank you
Brother Mike Caracciola for your hard work, Brotherhood and friendship. It is a load off my mind having
this completed. It is the time of year here we spend a
lot of time watching the tropics, we are like a bowling
alley for Tropical storms and Hurricanes coming off the
coast of Africa. A bad time to get insurance cancelled.
Well, I hope the changing of the seasons is underway
for our Northern brothers, we still have at least a month
or more before that happens here. A happy and safe
Halloween to all.
Please remember to send dates of Chapter House functions to the editor of the magazine, that wway we can all
stay informed, and you never know who will show up!
May you all be Healthy and Happy!
Adios ,
Ed Nault
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National Sergeant at Arms
Todd Gullett

sergeantatarms@phideltakappa.org

Hello Brothers and Sisters,
Unfortunately work has got the best part of me this
Month. I have been working long hours and sometimes 7 days a week.
I will be taking off September 17th off work for Danville’s Hog Roast, which just happens to be my Birthday,
to visit one of my Chapters that I am the Coordinator
for. We will be taking the Colts Bus down there with
12 Beta Eta Brothers and Sisters. It should be a Blast. I
will, hopefully, get to do a little more visiting as soon as
work slows down.
I would especially like to thank Beta Eta for their support as I make my Journey Through the Chairs. I am
your National Sargent at Arms this year, if there is anything I can help with, just let me know.

Visit your local Chapter,
Todd Gullett

Please welcome the newest
PDK members!
Derry Hobson - BETA ETA
Thomas Weiss - FLORIDA NU
Adam Felker - FLORIDA NU
Dustin Mancell- GAMMA THETA
Bob Eichler- GAMMA THETA
Tom Luken - GAMMA THETA

National Outer Guard

National Inner Guard

Butch Rhonemus

Doug Leach

outerguard@phideltakappa.org

innerguard@phideltakappa.org
Hope all is well with you and your families. It’s been a little
rough in the state of Indiana this past month or so. The weather in Indiana is very unpredictable and for us to have tornados
in August is very unusual. But it happened and it was very dangerous for thousands of people in central Indiana.
Beta Nu in Kokomo received the worst of these tornadoes,
damaging hundreds of homes and shutting down electricity for days and with the heat and humidity we have had, that
makes for a very difficult living. But the good news is that all
can be rebuilt, nobody was seriously injured.
As I am writing this article, I see that the Florida Chapters are
about to get hit with a Tropical storm or maybe a Hurricane.
You never know what nature is going to throw at you, but the
thought that you have Brothers and Sweethearts within our
Fraternity that care and are willing to help out in any way goes
along way to help ease the pain and suffering will all endure.
That is what makes this such a great Fraternity. It’s not all about
the partying, business meetings, Convention or Social events,
it’s about the fact that we all care for one another and hope for
the best of everyone and their families. It seems like as each
year passes we are faced with more and more adversity, I guess
that is just the aging process and if it is then so be it, with just
have to adjust and prevail.
It is the same with our Fraternity, we have Chapters that struggle and sometimes have trouble getting members to attend
meetings or have Social events and this is where we can all step
up and be a good Brother and offer assistance to those that
need our help. This is what a good Phi Delt member does and
will do. Be safe to all of you and never doubt that a Brother is
only a call, text or however you want to reach out to someone.
PS Don’t forget to sign up for the magazine!!!!!! Hope to see
you all in Mississippi for Fall SEC!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
“The friend in my Adversity I shall cherish most. I can better
trust those who helped to relieve the gloom of my dark hours
than those who are so ready to enjoy with me the sunshine of
my prosperity” Ulysses S. Grant
Doug Leach

Greetings Phi Delta Kappa Brothers and Sweethearts,
First a little history about my last name. The family story was
that our ancestors came from Germany and were glass blowers.
There was no reason to doubt this story, but there was really no
proof. Then several years ago I had the opportunity to have a
family crest made and discovered that our family actually originated in Belgium. I know that my last name is unusual and as
I read the September issue of the National Magazine I had to
laugh at the several different spellings of my last name. There
was “Rhonemeaus” and “Romulias” and then there are the mispronunciations over the years of “Romanus”, “Ronmus”, and
“Rhombus”. It is really very simple to say if you pretend that the
“h” is not present. So Rhonemus become Ronemus and there
you have it, Ron-uh-mus.
Hope everyone had a great summer, but fall is in the air, at
least in Indiana. With the change in the seasons it means that
it is time for football and there is nothing better than friends,
beer, and football. My wife and I were able to enjoy watching
multiple football games during our weekend visit to Gamma
Theta in Danville on September 16th and 17th for their annual
Hog Roast. We enjoyed Scotty’s breaded tenderloins on Friday
evening along with visiting with our Danville friends. Saturday
was spent playing corn hole, enjoying pig-on-a-stick, and more
visiting, especially with our National President Greg Trombly
and National Sweetheart Jackie Parks. The highlight of the day
was the evening dinner of pulled pork with all the fixins. After
dinner The Blue River Band entertained everyone on the patio. The men and women of Gamma Theta always do a fine job
and their food and hospitality is outstanding. If you have never
been to their Hog Roast you should plan to attend next year.
I wanted to take this opportunity to congratulate Jackie Parks
on being selected as National Sweetheart. I hope that you have
a wonderful year as Sweetheart!!!
Up next on our agenda is Fall SEC in Meridian in October. I
am looking forward to our first trip to Mississippi Alpha and
getting to meet everyone there.
Hope to see you in Mississippi,
Butch Rhonemus
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Chapter Directory
(Initials “RA” indicate membership to the Phi Delta Kappa Relief Association)
(Number after chapter indicates year of installation)
(RA) Lambda (1907)
Peru, IN

Gamma Theta (1920)
Danville, IN

President: Mark Hall
(765)469-2758
Secretary: Stacey Smith (765)210-2343
Club Rooms:
71 W Third St., Peru, IN 46970
(765) 878-4350
Coordinator: Todd Gullett (765) 546-0900
Meetings: 1st & 3rd Monday 7:30 pm

President: Terry Bolton (317)710-1781
Secretary: Jim Bohler
(317)745-5727
Club Rooms:
802 Phi Delta Kappa Drive,
Danville, IN 46122
(317)745-9174
PNPs: Devin Reid
Coordinator: Todd Gullett (765) 546-0900
Meetings: 2nd and 4th Monday 7:00pm

(RA) Beta Beta (1911)
Wabash, IN
President: John Lehner
Secretary: John Lehner
Club Rooms:
242 S Huntington St, Wabash, IN 46992
Coordinator: Jeff Woolf (765) 748-4367
Meetings: 1st and 3rd Tuedays 7 pm
Beta Eta (1912)
Winchester, IN
President:Brian Ozbun (765)546-2345
Secretary: Robert Horner (765)584-8074
Club Rooms:
847 N. Residence Street
(765)584-7461
PNPs: James Dodd, Scott Dull, Harold
Wall, Lloyd “Butch” Marshall, Craig Brutout, & Chris Parks
Coordinator: Doug Leach (317) 627-1495
(RA) Beta Nu (1913)
Kokomo, IN
President: Brandon Sumpter
(765)437-6338
Secretary: Bing Taylor
(765) 459-4909
Club Rooms:
2401 Saratoga, Kokomo, IN 46902
(765)454-0602
PNPs:Dave Holloway, Gregory Sumpter,
Jim Myers, Jon Handy, Brian Nelson.
Coordinator: Doug Leach (317) 627-1495
Meetings: Every Monday 7:00pm

Contact information for SEC
Officers can be found at
www.phideltakappa.org
simply choose
“National Officers”
from the website menu
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(RA) Alpha (1921)
Marion, IN
President: Gilbert Foudray (765)669-4574
Secretary: Earl Landrum (765)668-7070
PNP: Earl Landrum
Coordinator: Jeff Woolf (765) 748-4367
Gamma Lambda(1922)
Michigan City, IN
President: Mark Klein
Secretary: Phil Freese
Club Rooms:
Mail to: PO BOX 455,
Michigan City, IN 46360 (219) 874-8573
PNP: James Grott
Coordinator:Greg Trombly(601)480-9244
Meetings: Every Monday 7:00pm
(RA) Delta Nu (1924)
Plymouth, IN
President: Joe Clinton
(574)936-5084
Secretary: Tom Black
(574)936-5898
Club Rooms:
300 W Harrison St
Mail to: PO Box 111
Plymouth, IN 46563
(574)936-2983
PNP: Don Terruso
Coordinator: Bruce Smith (765) 457-5749
Meetings: 2nd and 4th Monday 7:30 pm
Zeta Eta (1935)
(RA) LaPorte, IN
President: Allen Hutson (219) 898-7325
Secretary: Duane Fritzen (219)362-8217
Club Rooms:
McClung Rd,
Mail to: PO Box 135, LaPorte, IN 46350
(219)362-8217
PNP: Bernard Geisler
Coordinator: Bruce Smith (765) 860-0607
Meetings: 2nd and 4th Mon 7:30pm

Miss. Alpha (1936)
Meridian, MS.
President: Johnny King (601)553-8676
Secretary: Gary Jones
Club Rooms:
Mail to: PO Box 2006,
Meridian MS 39302
(601)483-9953
Coordinator: Ed Nault
(561) 969-2306
Meetings: 1st Wednesday 6:30pm
Ritual Meeting: 3rd Thursday 6:30pm
Relief Association Member
(RA)Florida Mu (1964)
Lake Worth, FL
President: Mike Slagle
(561)704-5636
Secretary: Jerry Johnson (561)683-1401
Club Rooms
5700 Brentwood Blvd, Lake Worth, FL
33467 			(561)969-6885
PO Box 541411, Lake Worth Fl 33454-1411
PNP’s: Sam Agresti
Coordinator: Ed Nault
(561) 969-2306
Meetings: Every Monday 8:00pm

(RA) Florida Nu (1971)
West Palm Beach, FL
President: Bill Davis (561)729-4072
Secretary: Ed Nault (561)968-6672
Club Rooms:
Mailing to: PO Box 5627
Lake Worth, FL 33466 (561)969-2306
PNPs: Lewis McKay, James Cressman, Earl
N. Hager, Keith “Stretch” Orr, Bill Davis.
Coordinator: Greg Trombly (601)4809244
Meetings: Every Wednesday 8:00pm
(RA) Florida Alpha Lambda (2000)
Tampa, FL
President: Shean Hylton (813) 917-1866
Secretary: Jimmy Meier (813) 309-0500
Club Rooms: 11301 Phi Delta Way,
Odessa, FL 33556-3474
(727)375-9732
PNPs: Richard Dakin, David Rieker, Tim
Musser, George Taylor.
Coordinator: Chris Linsinbigler

(561)371-9791

Meetings: 1st & 3rd Wednesday 7:30pm

