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We, in National Council assembled, in order to perpetuate ourselves as a fraternal organization, do hereby ordain this to be our constitution.
ARTICLE I: Name and Object
Section 1: This organization shall be known as the PHI DELTA KAPPA FRATERNITY. 

Section 2: The objectives of this fraternity are:
A. To promote fellowship among men.
B. To encourage and foster high ethical standards for its members, and the strict application of the true fraternal spirit, loyalty and charity among its members.
C. The protection and perpetuation of the Constitution of the United States of America, as the means of guaranteeing and fostering the ideals of the American way of life and the right to free enterprise.
ARTICLE II: Membership
Section 1: The initiation of a candidate into this fraternity makes him a member of the first and basic      degree of the fraternity. The government of the fraternity rests in the membership of this degree.
ARTICLE III: Department of Government
Section 1: The power of government of this fraternity shall be vested in three (3) coordinate departments: Legislative, Executive, and Judicial.
ARTICLE IV: Legislative Department
Section 1:  The legislative power shall be vested in a National Council consisting of:
A. The fraternity's National Officers, namely:                   National President National Vice President National Master of Ceremonies National Auditor National Sergeant-at-Arms National Inner Guard National Outer Guard
B. Past National Presidents in good standing.
C. The President and one (1) delegate from each active chapter of this fraternity with membership of twenty-five (25) or less, plus one (1) additional delegate for each subsequent twenty-five (25) members, or major fraction thereof, based on membership records of said chapter as maintained in National Headquarters by the Fraternity Secretary/Treasurer as of June 1 preceding said National Council, or their dully elected alternates.
D. A lay-member serving an elected term on the National Board of Trustees shall be entitled to one (1) delegate vote. * (Added by Amendment 7/18/91)
E. The Secretary/Treasurer, retained and approved by the National Board of Trustees, shall be entitled to one (1) delegate vote. "(Added by Amendment 7/18/91)
Section 2:  No person shall be eligible to sit as a delegate or alternate delegate at any session of
the National Council unless he has been an active member, in good standing, of this fraternity at least six (6) months prior to the time of holding said National Council session, except in cases where a chapter shall have been organized less than six (6) months.
Section 3: No person shall be eligible to attend any session of the National Council unless he has been duly registered and he holds a paid-up membership traveling card
Section 4: No chapter shall be registered in the National Council unless obligations to the fraternity are paid in full.
Section 5: The National Council shall meet once each year in July, with the last session day being after the 15th, at a place selected by the National Council. The exact dates shall be determined by the host chapter not later than January of the year for said National Council.
A. In case a National Council fails to select the place and the host chapter for the next National Council, then the Supreme Executive Committee shall make said selection no later than January 31st of the year in which such National Council is to be held. In case of refusal or inability of host chapter, for any reason, to sponsor the National Council becomes apparent after January 31st, a substitute place and host chapter shall be selected at a later date by the Supreme Executive Committee.
 Section 6: The National President or a majority of the Supreme Executive Committee may, in time of great                  emergency, convene the National Council in Special Session. At Special Session, only the business for which the session was called shall be transacted. All notices of such Special Sessions shall state specifically the object of the session.
A. In case a majority of the Supreme Executive Committee desires to call a Special Session of the National Council, a written notice shall be given to the National President by registered mail This notice shall state the object of the Special Session. Upon the failure or refusal of the National President to issue a call, within ten (10) days of receipt of the notice, for the convening of such a session the majority of the Supreme Executive Committee shall have the power to issue a call for the convening of the National Council in Special Session.
Section 7: At least one (1) representative from each chapter, not currently a National Officer or fifty (50) percent of all active chapters shall be necessary to constitute a quorum.
Section 8: The National Council shall have power:
A. To provide revenue and the appropriation of said funds for the conduct of the business of this fraternity by fixing annually a per capita tax.
B. To control all property of this fraternity.
C. To provide the Ritual of this fraternity and to prescribe all paraphernalia, emblems and
jewelry.
D. To enact all statutes necessary for the governing of this fraternity and the regulations governing the conduct of its officers and members.
Section 9:  The Fraternity Secretary/Treasurer is responsible to keep a journal of all proceedings of the National Council and shall be responsible to publish and distribute said journal to all active chapters of this fraternity.
Section 10: The privilege of the floor shall be granted to none except those vested with voting power, EXCEPT by permission of the National President.
Section 11: No vote by proxy shall be allowed at any session of the National Council or Supreme Executive Committee.
Section 12: All sessions of the National Council shall be opened and closed in accordance with ritual.
Section 13: Roberts' Rule of Order, as amended, shall be parliamentary authority of this fraternity, EXCEPT when in conflict with this constitution.
ARTICLE V: Executive Department
Section 1: Executive power of this fraternity is vested in seven (7) National Officers specified in
Article IV, Section I-A herein, acting as a body which shall be known as the Supreme Executive Committee of this fraternity.

Section 2: All seven (7) national officers shall be elected annually, during the regular session of
the National Council, by a majority vote of the National Council members present. Voting shall start with the office of National President and proceed through the order of office and conclude with the office of National Outer Guard.
Section 3: The terms of office for all national officers shall be one (1) year.

Section 4: A member of this fraternity must have been active continuously for at least thirty-six (36) months and hold a local office for two (2) years to be eligible to hold national office, and must file his declaration of candidacy with the Fraternity Secretary/Treasurer or be nominated from the National Council floor. A candidate for national office shall be sponsored by his own chapter, or be nominated by National Council members present, and nominations for each national office shall not be closed until so declared by the National President after the question is voted upon by the National Council.
Section 5: Each National Officer, at the time of his installation, shall kneel before the alter of this fraternity and shall repeat the following obligation:
"I, humbly prostrate before the alter of the Phi Delta Kappa Fraternity, do hereby solemnly promise and swear that I will faithfully perform all the duties of the office to which I have been elected, that I will at all times support the constitution of this fraternity and I will do everything in my power to further its interests. "
Section 6: The Supreme Executive Committee shall meet regularly three (3) times each year.
Once immediately at the conclusion of the annual meeting of the National Council; the second time within four (4) months of the preceding National Council; the third time within five (5) months of the next scheduled National Council. These meetings shall be held at a place selected 

\
by the Supreme Executive Committee during its meeting at the conclusion of the National Council, or as soon thereafter as possible. A special meeting of the Supreme Executive Committee may be called at any time by the National President or by a majority of said Supreme Executive Committee. The presence of a majority of the Supreme Executive Committee shall be necessary to constitute a quorum.
Section 7: In case of death, removal, or resignation from office of any national officer, the
succeeding officer shall be appointed to the vacant office, and on down the line until the Outer Guard is vacant, then the National President shall appoint any qualified member to that office. All shall serve until the next National Council. The order of succession must conform to Section 1 -A of Article IV hereof.
Section 8:  The National President, the National Master of Ceremonies and the Fraternity
Secretary/Treasurer shall constitute a permanent committee known as the Charter Committee. This committee shall receive all applications for the establishment of new charters. The unanimous consent of this committee shall be necessary for the granting of a charter, EXCEPT that in those instances where the unanimous consent of the committee has not been obtained, the matter shall be submitted to the entire Supreme Executive Committee; and, it shall be necessary, for granting of a charter in this manner, that approval of two-thirds of the Supreme Executive Committee to be obtained. Charters shall not be granted in less than ten (10) days from the date the petition is received at National Headquarters by the Fraternity Secretary/Treasurer
Section 9: The Fraternity Secretary/Treasurer is to receive all chapter by-laws and amendments
thereto, examine them in detail and to make written recommendations to the Supreme Executive Committee regarding the approval or disapproval of such chapter by-laws and amendments. In the event the Supreme Executive Committee disapproves of any by-law or amendment of any chapter, then the Supreme Executive Committee shall indicate the grounds for disapproval and make written suggestions for the improvement of the by-law or amendment in question.
Section 10: The National Officers may be reimbursed for expenses incurred in the performance
of their duties in the furtherance of the business of this fraternity, upon the approval of the National President, from funds accumulated as a result of monies appropriated for this purpose by the National Council, monies received from activities specifically approved by resolution of the National Council, monies donated for this express purpose by members or chapters of this fraternity, and monies received from any other means or source which was approved by this fraternity.
ARTICLE VI: Judicial Department
Section 1: All judicial determinations, concerning any question or complaint arising from acts of
omission or commission of any member of this fraternity, shall be made by the National Board of Trustees and the Supreme Executive Committee sitting as one body. This body shall be known as the judicial Committee and is empowered to inflict such penalties as it may deem fit, such as suspension, fines, removal from office or expulsion from this fraternity. At least five (5) members of the Supreme Executive Committee and four (4) members of the National Board of Trustees are to be present in order to constitute a quorum of the Judicial Committee. No penalty may be assessed unless approved by two-thirds of the judicial Committee members present ~ any and all abstentions from voting by a committee member present shall be considered as a NO vote on the issue of assessing of penalties.
A. Complaints of any nature, lodged against a member of this fraternity, must be in writing, and at least thirty (30) days notice (by certified U.S. Mail, return receipt requested) must be given the accused member of such complaint and of the place and time said complaint shall be heard and examined by the Judicial Committee; the accused shall be furnished with a copy of the complaint
and the name of the complaining member or members; and, the accused shall be notified that he may present matters to the Judicial Committee on his own behalf, and include other members appearing for him.
B. An official journal of all proceedings of the Judicial Committee shall be maintained by one designated by the committee; and, said journal shall be published and distributed to all active chapters of this fraternity from time to time.
Section 2:  The Judicial Committee shall decide, where an appeal is made from a decision of the
National President or other National Officer, all questions concerning interpretation of the constitution [EXCEPT for appeals during the National Council on purely parliamentary procedures or grounds]; and, it shall adjust all the matters of dispute between a chapter and its members, or between differing chapters, when such decision is requested by any of the parties to the dispute or the supervising National Officer.
ARTICLE VII: National Board of Trustees
Section 1: The National Board of Trustees shall consist of seven (7) members of this fraternity as
follows. One member of this board shall be that member who has just completed his term as National President for the preceding fraternal year, and he stall serve as a member of this National Board of Trustees for a period of one (1) year. Three (3) shall be Past National Presidents (called PNP's) who have been to nomination to this board. Three (3) may be either PNP's or other members (called Lay-Members) who have been active continuously for at least five (5) years prior to nomination to this board. A member of this board shall not serve concurrently on the Board of Trustees for the Foundation of Phi Delta Kappa Fraternity. Except for the immediate Past National President, nominations to serve on this board and election thereto shall be by the National Council and said elections shall be subject to the same rules governing the election of National Officers. The National Council of 1964 elected six (6) members to this board for varying terms, two (2) members were elected for terms of three (3) years, two (2) members were elected for a term of two (2) years and two (2) members were elected for a term of one (1) year. All subsequent National Councils shall elect annually two (2) members to this National Board of Trustees for a term of three (3) years.
Section 2: A chairman and secretary of the board shall be elected annually by a majority vote of
the board at their first annual meeting immediately following the annual National Council.
Section 3: Four (4) members of the board must be present to constitute a quorum and in the event
a quorum is not present for a meeting of the board, the National President of the fraternity, or in his absence, the highest ranking National Officer present shall appoint either PNP's or Lay-Members in attendance, sufficient to carry on the business of the board.
Section 4: The National Board of Trustees shall determine the annual budget which will provide
a detailed breakdown of the expenses necessary for the conduct of the business of this fraternity; and, the board shall then reduce said budget recommendation to writing and shall submit it to the National Council for approval. The board shall act in cooperation with the National Auditor in supervising the finances of this fraternity, and shall, from time to time, make such recommendations for the financial conduct of the fraternity as may appear advisable in the best interest and welfare of the fraternity.
Section 5: The National Board of Trustees is empowered to:
A. Hire and enter into a contract with a member selected by it for performance of the duties normally associated with a secretary and treasurer who shall be known as the Fraternity Secretary/Treasurer.
B. Hire and enter into contract with a member selected by it for performance of the duties normally associated with a magazine editor who shall be known as Editor-in-Chief of the PHI DELTA KAPPA Magazine.
C. Name and enter into a contract with a reputable jewelry firm to act and be Official National Jewelers for the design, manufacture and sale of fraternity jewelry.
D. Hire and enter into a contract with a reputable printer or printing firm for printing of the PHI DELTA KAPPA MAGAZINE.
E. Hire and enter in to a contract with a reputable person selected by it for performance of the duties    normally associated with managing the website who shall be known as the Webmaster of the Phi Delta Kappa Website.

F. Supervise the expenditure of monies for the conduct of the National Council.
G. Determine and provide for the reimbursement of expenses of transportation or any other expense incurred by board members in the conduct of board business.
H. Maintain constant communication with and to over see each of those individuals or firms contracted by the board; and, to work especially close with the Fraternity Secretary/Treasurer to insure minimum performance by him of the following obligations:
-a- He shall timely mail all communications, pertaining to National Councils or that is relevant to the fraternity as a whole, to each chapter secretary, members of the board, national officers, and such other members as necessary.
-b- He shall timely transmit [not later than five (5) days after receipt] all charter applications received by him in the course of his duties as Fraternity Secretary-Treasurer to the other members of the Charter Committee.
-c- He shall deposit all monies and funds as is collected by him in savings or checking accounts, as the case may be, maintained for the fraternity in a bank, trust company or other financial institution designated by the board. He shall be responsible to maintain an amount in the checking account which shall be sufficient to pay the day-by-day expenses incurred by the fraternity. He shall not give any instructions to said financial institution(s) approved by the board as depositories for fraternal funds contrary to directives issued by the board, especially as to authorized signatures; and, he shall not maintain any monies or other evidence of fraternity fund, such as certificates of deposit, in a lock box or other depository except as maintained for the fraternity under the direction of the board.
-d- He shall provide to each newly chartered chapter one (1) copy of the fraternity's RITUAL manual without charge, and, in the event a National Council authorizes the printing of a new revised RITUAL manual, he shall provide all chapters such copies as noted in the resolution. All other copies will be available by purchase.
-e- He shall maintain such forms, documents, booklets, RITUAL manuals, and other supplies approved for use by chapters in their operations in sufficient quantities necessary to meet purchase orders as they are received. A list of all items available through the national office, together with current charge for each of said items, shall be provided by the Fraternity Secretary-Treasurer to all chapters.
-f- He shall make quarterly reports reflecting the fraternity's financial situation to each national officer, board member and active chapter not later than fifteen (15) days from the last day of each quarter He shall cause an annual audit to be completed, not later than the 10th day of July, of all financial books, accounts and records maintained by or for the fraternity by an accredited public accountant or such other individual or firm as directed by the board; and, he shall timely provide the results of said audit to the board for its consideration and determination of the next annual budget. It is a requirement that each quarter's report and the audit shall be executed and sworn to before a Notary Public.
-h- He shall diligently perform any and all other duties as may be contained in this constitution or as may be directed, from time to time, by the board.
ARTICLE VIII: National Officers
Section 1: The National President is the fraternity's chief executive officer and he shall have all
the powers usually associated with the office of president, EXCEPT as limited by the constitution. In addition he shall:
A. Appoint all standing and special committees not other wise provided for by this constitution or special motion of the National Council.
B. Have general supervisory power over all the chapters and be afforded ready access to the books, records, letters or other documents of the chapter or its officers .
C. Set down in writing the current password to be used for each three months, and, mail it to the Fraternity Secretary-Treasurer in a timely manner so that he, in turn, will have sufficient time to mail it to the secretary of each active chapter to insure its arrival no later than the first day of the quarter for which it is issued.
D. Have power to convene any chapter into special session by serving notice of the convening of such special session upon the secretary of said chapter by registered mail not less than eight (8) days nor more than thirty (30) days before the date of such session.
Section 2: The National Vice-President shall perform all duties assigned to him by the National
President; and, in the absence of said National President or the refusal of said National President to act where required shall perform all duties of said National President; and, shall timely submit a proposed budget for the following fraternal year to the Board of Trustees. He shall also establish a Fraternal Hotline. The purpose of this Hotline shall be to transfer all information concerning a brother's dire need, or his death, to at least one member of each chapter. In the event of a breakdown in communications of this information, the National Vice President shall give a written explanation, to the National President, within seven (7) days. (National Second Vice President position was retired by constitutional amendment on July 17, 1999)
Section 3: The National Master of Ceremonies is obligated to chair the Ritual Committee (a
standing committee); and, is custodian of all fraternity paraphernalia. Also, the National Master of Ceremonies shall be required to set a high standard in the proper conformity to RITUAL and to generally oversee all chapters in their exemplification of the RITUAL'S true spirit. He shall be presiding officer of those meetings of the Supreme Executive Committee called to judge any question that has arisen or that may arise as to proper exemplification of the RITUAL.
Section 4: The National Auditor shall be responsible to obtain annual reports from each chapter
concerning the chapter's membership, its financial situation, its resources (both real and personal
property) and such other matters as he may request. The report should cover the fraternal year so as to coincide with the fraternity reports. The National Auditor has the authority to audit the books of any and all chapters he may choose, and, to conduct his own audit as to the fraternity's books. Also, he shall perform all duties assigned to him by the National President.
Section 5: The National Sergeant-at-Arms shall look after the discipline of the fraternity at large.
He shall investigate any and all breaches of discipline, and, if possible, to make recommendations for the correction of same. He shall, upon request of the National President, investigate the standing of any chapter; and, is required to perform any and all other duties that may be assigned to him by the National President.
Section 6: The National Inner Guard shall be responsible to guard the inner door at all meetings
of the National Council and of the Supreme Executive Committee, regular or special, and shall examine all persons entering such meeting as to the current password and their traveling card. Also, he shall perform all duties that may be assigned to him by the National President.
Section 7: The National Outer Guard shall be responsible to guard the outer door at all meetings
of the National Council and of the Supreme Executive Committee, regular and special, and shall examine all persons wishing admittance, concerning the permanent password and to other matters as provided by RITUAL. Also, he shall perform all duties that may be assigned to him by the National President.
Section 8: The National President shall assign a permanent district of the fraternity to a national
officer or other member of the fraternity for supervision, and it shall be the duty of said district supervisor to make such inspections as may be authorized by the National President, or that may be required by the constitution or the RITUAL. The district supervisor shall be available at all reasonable times so as to assist each chapter in his keeping to maintain its good standing within the fraternity and to foster such district programs as may be conducive to the betterment of the true spirit of brotherhood and the implementation of national programs.
NOTE: The National President may make any other assignment to a national officer or other
members as he deems best for the fraternity; and, request such reporting as he deems necessary.
Section 9: The National President shall make all examinations of expense reported by each
national officer or other member on assignment for the fraternity as a whole; and, shall be responsible to make the final determination as to the amount of reimbursement that shall be made to each said officer or assigned member, keeping in mind at all times a sense of fairness and equity for all concerned as well as the sums available for the purpose. He shall thereupon instruct the Fraternity Secretary/Treasurer of his decision in writing so that checks may be issued forthwith.
ARTICLE IX: Standing Committees
Section l: The National President has the power and shall appoint, as soon after his election as
possible, a national officer or other member to serve as chairman and such others so as to complete the following standing committees:
PUBLIC AFFAIRS COMMITTEE
PUBLICITY, EXPANSION and EDUCATION COMMITTEE
RITUAL COMMITTEE
PLANNING COMMITTEE
SECTION 2: (WAS DELETED IN IT ENTIRETY JULY 21, 1988)
SECTION 2:  The Public Affairs Committee shall be responsible to acquaint itself with any and
all agencies public or private, that may be appropriate for cooperative national or individual community service programs for involvement by the fraternity as a whole or by the individual chapters, as they may choose. This committee is to attempt to ascertain possible program involvement, as well as devising the means and methods, to best exemplify the service of PHI DELTA KAPPA within its precepts and brotherhood.
Section 3: The Publicity, Expansion and Education Committee shall be responsible to work
toward a program of educating the general public, and when possible to encourage the publication in various media channels, of the aims and objects of the fraternity; and, this committee shall be responsible to devise and promote, by whatever measures are necessary, the increase in number of chapters active within the fraternity, also to develop and provide educational programs for the benefit of chapters, chapter officers, the membership and fraternity in general. This committee shall also be responsible to give whatever publicity may be necessary throughout the fraternity toward accomplishing the foregoing. The Fraternity Secretary-Treasurer shall co-chair this committee.
Section 4: The Ritual Committee shall be responsible to work toward the improvement of the
ritualistic affairs of the fraternity. It shall assist the Education Committee in developing matters for inclusion into its programs which are aimed at improving ritual work on chapter levels; and, when necessary, it shall work directly with any and all chapters in the proper presentation of ritualistic activities. Also, this committee shall be responsible to submit any changes or amendments to the PJTUAL, deemed advisable by it, to the National Council for approval where a two-thirds vote of approval is required before such changes or amendments become effective. This committee shall be chaired by the National Master-of-Ceremonies.
NOTE: Under no circumstances is it to be construed that the Ritual Committee is the sole
vehicle for the submission of RITUAL changes or amendments thereto to the National Council.
Section 5: The National President shall make all appointments necessary for such other standing
committees established by resolution of the National Council, or as may be deemed necessary for the proper operation of the fraternity.
ARTICLE X: Revenue
Section 1: The National President shall make all appointments necessary for such other standing thereafter to insure the proper operation of the fraternity.   It is the responsibility of the National Board of Trustees to establish a recommendation as to the amount of this tax, by a determination of the fraternity budget, and submit it to the National Council for approval.
A, Penalty for failure to pay per capita tax:
(I) The per capita tax for each month shall be due and payable on the first day of the following month (e.g. A per capita tax levied on a chapter for the month of June is due July 1st.). A chapter failing to pay its per capita tax when due; and, without just cause, fails to pay said tax for thirty days after it be considered delinquent in its accounts.
(ii) A delinquent chapter may be expelled from the fraternity and its charter revoked by a majority vote of the Supreme Executive Committee, if said Supreme Executive Committee is convinced the delinquent chapter indicated no intention to make up said delinquent forthwith. A meeting of the Supreme Executive Committee may be called for consideration of the matter of a delinquent chapter by the National President after receipt of a written petition for such a called meeting from any other national officer; and,
(iii) The Supreme Executive Committee vote may be taken by mail, or during a regular meeting or a special meeting of said Supreme Executive Committee: PROVIDED, however, before expulsion of a delinquent chapter may become effective, the chapter shall be notified in writing by registered mail, addressed to said chapter's President and Secretary at their last known address, of the vote of the Supreme Executive Committee, in order that said chapter may be afforded one more opportunity to pay said delinquency before the effective date of the expulsion.
(iv) PROVIDED, FURTHER, the Supreme Executive Committee may revoke a delinquent chapter's charter without notice to said chapter upon the date that said chapter's per capita tax becomes delinquent for a total of three (3) months.
(v) Any chapter expelled by Supreme Executive Committee action may file a written petition for reinstatement to said Supreme Executive Committee by registered mail addressed to the National President, PROVIDED said chapter furnishes a satisfactory explanation for becoming delinquent and includes payment for all delinquency.
Section 2: The per capita tax shall be collected by the Fraternity Secretary/Treasurer and the
proceeds of this tax, as well as any and all other monies collected, whether as the result of sale of RITUAL manuals, books of constitution, sale of fraternity jewelry, supplies, or sale of other property of the fraternity, or, interest on accounts of deposit, fees or fines imposed by the National Council or Supreme Executive Committee, magazine subscriptions, advertising fees; and any and all other income or monies collected shall constitute the fraternity's general fund.
HOWEVER, monies collected from programs or advertising fees specifically set up by National Council resolution designating the purpose, fund or recipients of said fees or monies, or, those monies donated by individuals or chapters for a specific purpose, fund or recipients, SHALL NOT be placed in the fraternity general fund, but, shall be kept apart from said general fund, and distributed pursuant to National Council resolution or as designated by the donor thereof.
Section 3: Each chapter shall pay each month to the Fraternity Secretary/Treasurer a national
membership entrance fee for each member it initiates, and, a national reinstatement fee for each former member it reinstates. The amount of said entrance fee and reinstatement fee shall be established by the National Council; and, in the event, a National Council fails to act on these matters, then the fee in force during the previous fraternal year shall prevail during the ensuing fraternal year.
Section 4: The National Council has full control of the fraternity general funds, and distribution
of said monies, except as other wise provided within this constitution (e.g. The right of the National President to decide reimbursement of expenses for national officers and others designated on national assignment), shall be made in conformity to National Council directives.
ARTICLE XI: Members
Section 1: Membership may be extended to a male, eighteen years of age or older, who professes a belief in a Supreme Being and is of good moral character. Each chapter may designate its own membership requirements, PROVIDED it does not conflict with this constitution. No candidate or member shall be discriminated against because of his race or religion, or of his civil or political opinions.
Section 2: A petition for membership may be submitted to a chapter by any non-member who
complies with the requirements set forth in Section 1 above, and, resides in the jurisdiction of said chapter. Such petitions shall be made in writing, on forms approved by the fraternity and made available to each chapter, accompanied by an amount equivalent to the initiation fee specified by said chapter, and shall bear the signature of the applicant together with the signature of not less than one 11) sponsor who is a member in good standing of said chapter; and, then presented to the chapter secretary, who then shall present the application and tendered initiation fee in due form at the next regular meeting of said chapter after its receipt.
Upon presentation by the chapter secretary, the chapter president shall thereupon appoint three (3) members of said chapter as an investigating committee - who shall make a thorough Investigation of applicant's moral character and reputation, write down their findings and submit their report (along with their individual recommendations) to the secretary. If two (2) committeemen report unfavorable the president shall declare it (application) rejected; but, if two (2) report favorably, then the president shall order the taking of a ballot to determine acceptance or rejection by the chapter. Voting on such a petition shall take place only during a regular meeting of the chapter and not until at least one (1) week has elapsed following presentation by secretary in due form.
A. If an applications be rejected as specified in this section, or, as provided in Section 3 below,' the secretary shall return forthwith all monies accompanying the application to petitioner.
B. If an application be approved the secretary and the sponsor shall notify the petitioner he is a candidate for initiation, and, shall advise him of the exact time and date he is to make himself available for initiation. If he fail to present himself at he time specified, without a reasonable excuse, the chapter may, by majority vote, declare him ineligible for membership.
C. No application shall be received from a man who has been rejected for membership until at least thirty (30) days shall have elapsed following such rejection.
Section 3: All balloting: on new applicants shall be by secret ballot. A ballot box is to be provided,
which shall contain approximately the same number of white and black balls or cubes therein, for use in voting. If three (3) or more black balls appear in a ballot the application is rejected; if two (2) black balls appear in a ballot the president may order another ballot taken, however, if two (2) black balls appear in the second ballot, the application is rejected; BUT, if one (1) black ball (or none) appear in the ballot then the candidate stands elected. Applications shall be voted on separately.
Section 4: All candidates shall be initiated according to RITUAL, and each candidate is
encouraged to acquaint himself as soon as possible with the deep meanings of the oath given to him during initiation, and, he is charged to keep sacred all fraternity secrets revealed to him.
Section 5: Initiation of elected candidates may be conducted during regular or special meetings;
however, in no event shall a candidate be subject to physical violence that might result in personal injury to him.
A. Each chapter is responsible to supply Robes to ah1 members of the Ritual Degree Team as
specified in the RITUAL manual.
Section 6: No chapter is permitted to grant to a member the status of inactive membership; and,
any member not active must be dropped from chapter rolls and so reported to the Fraternity Secretary/Treasurer Failure to comply with this requirement may subject a chapter to a fine of Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00) for the first offense and withdrawal of its charter for a second offense. Definition of active member: A member whose Per Capita is paid and his chapter obligations are up to date and complies with the chapter by-laws and the fraternity constitution.
A. It is mandatory that all chapters issue a paid-up membership traveling card to active members; and, that no member be admitted to meetings or granted fraternity privileges unless said paid-up membership traveling card be exhibited.
Section 7: No chapter may elect to membership an individual who resides in a town or city in
which there is already an active chapter with out written consent. In those instances where a town or city has more than one (1) active chapter, then this requirement does not apply.
Section 8: A member of an active chapter in good standing may transfer his membership to
another active chapter in good standing, PROVIDED he has made application for affiliation to the chapter he wishes to transfer his membership, and, that chapter shall have voted favorably upon his application in a manner prescribed by it. The president or secretary of the chapter to which an application for affiliation has been approved must then request from the applicant's present chapter officers transfer of said applicant's membership. Officers of the applicant's present chapter shall thereupon grant transfer of said applicant's membership PROVIDED he has fulfilled all obligations with his present chapter.
Section 9: A suspended or expelled member of one chapter may not seek to enter or gain
admittance to another chapter; but, such a member must reunite with his own chapter and then he may seek transfer of his membership as prescribed by Section 8 above.
ARTICLE XII: Chapter Regulations
Section 1: The Charter Committee may grant the issuance of a charter for the establishment of a
new chapter upon presentation of an application signed by not less than ten (10) men who are eligible for membership into this fraternity according to the requirements of the constitution. Such application must be endorsed by a national officer or an active chapter.
Section 2: Any chapter installed without specific approval and consent of the Charter Committee or  the Supreme Executive Committee shall be refused recognition and have its charter immediately withdrawn. The installing chapter's charter shall also be withdrawn.
Section 3: Chapters may be installed in any town or city in the United States of America. A
charter application received from any town or city, regardless of its population, which already has an active chapter may be approved by the Charter Committee, PROVIDED, the established chapter has given its approval. In the event the established chapter does not approve, the National President then shall appoint a special committee consisting of three (3) National Officers, not members of the charter committee, to investigate.
A. This special committee shall be responsible to investigate the following:
-1- The reason set forth by the established chapter why it believes another charter should not be issued for that town or city; and,
-2- The reasons set forth by the endorsing National Officer or chapter or applying personsas to why such charter should be granted.
The special committee shall review its findings and then make a determination of the fraternity's best interest and welfare insofar as the granting of a new charter for this particular town or city is concerned; and to make its report to the Charter Committee.
B. The Charter Committee shall then render the final decision.
Section 4: When a new chapter has been installed the Fraternity Secretary/Treasurer is duty
bound to forward all necessary books, RITUAL manuals and constitutions, etc., in quantities as are specified by this constitution, together with a recommended list of supplies for use by a chapter which are available for purchase, to the new chapter secretary as soon as possible.
Section 5: A charter application may not be considered unless accompanied by the required
charter fee ~ which is established by the National Council from year to year; and, should a National Council fail to act in the matter, then the charter fee in effect currently shall continue through the following year.
A. The Supreme Executive Committee may authorize the payment of awards and expenses that are incident to the establishment of a new chapter; however, such authorization must conform to the rules and limitations which may be imposed by the National Council and shall not exceed the appropriation of funds for said purpose approved by the National Council.
Section 6: All charters issued by the fraternity must be signed by the National President, the
National Master of Ceremonies and the Fraternity Secretary/Treasurer; and, it must bear the full name of each of the charter member, the date of issue and the seal of the Supreme Executive Committee. A duplicate record of such issue of charter shall be kept by the Fraternity Secretary/Treasurer.
Section 7: Chapters shall be named in the order of charter grants by the successive letters of the Greek alphabet and designated by states.
Section 8: Chapter officers shall consist of one (1) President, one (1) Vice-President, one (1)
Master of Ceremonies, one (1) Secretary, one (1) Treasurer, one (1) Sergeant-at-Arms, one (1) Inner Guard and one (1) Outer Guard. It is permitted that the offices of Secretary and Treasurer be combined, if desired.
A. A chapter shall elect delegates and alternate delegates to the National Council, as provided by this constitution.
Section 9: It shall be the duty of the President to preside over all chapter meetings, and, exercise
all such powers usually associated with the office of presidency in the performance of his duties. He shall make appointments to the following suggested committees:
-1- Auditing;
-6- Public Affairs/Education;
-2- Executive;
-7- Sick and Relief
-3- House;
-8- Social; and,
-4- Communications;
-9- Other committees as deemed necessary.
-5- Membership;
Section 10: The Vice-President shall perform the duties of President in the absence of that officer or his failure to act. He shall perform all duties assigned to him by the President.
Section 11: The Master of Ceremonies must be familiar with and shall lead the chapter in the proper performance of the fraternity's RITUAL and shall look after all ritualistic work of the chapter. He is custodian of all paraphernalia belonging to the chapter. He shall perform other duties assigned to him by the President.
Section 12: The Secretary shall receive all the correspondence related to the chapter and refer them to the appropriate member for action. He is responsible to handle all chapter correspondence, collect all member dues, keep the dues ledger and cash book, and to maintain a ledger of the membership of the chapter. He shall maintain an accurate record of the minutes of all meetings of the chapter. Also, he is responsible to make out the per capita tax report and to submit said report, together with the proper remittance, to the Fraternity Secretary/Treasurer on the first of each month. He shall submit reports as required by this constitution, or as requested by the National Auditor. Also, he shall perform other duties assigned to him by the President.
NOTE: Failure to submit the per capita tax report and make proper remittance no later than thirty (30) days after it is due may result in a fine assessed against the chapter in a sum equivalent to the last tax paid. Also, failure to comply in the submission of other reports and remittances to the national office by June fifteenth of each year may result in a fine of Twenty-Five Dollars ($25.00) being assessed against the chapter; and, if no report is made by July first the chapter may be declared forfeited and a national officer directed to take possession of all books, the chapter charter, the RITUAL manuals and other fraternity papers and all paraphernalia.
Section 13: The Treasurer shall be custodian of all funds belonging to the chapter. He shall see to
it that all financial obligations of the chapter are met when due, and, make a report to the chapter as often as may be required of the financial situation of the chapter. He shall keep the Treasurer's cash book in his possession; and, shall perform other duties assigned to him by the President.
Section 14: The Sergeant-at-Arms is responsible to look after the discipline of the chapter and to
assist the President in preserving order. He shall reprove and, when possible, correct all breaches of discipline. He shall report all disobedience of the constitution, chapter by-laws and rules governing conduct of members. He shall examine all members as to the current password; and, shall perform other duties assigned to him by the President.
Section 15: The Inner Guard shall be responsible to guard the inner door at all chapter meetings
and shall examine all who enter as to the current password and traveling card. Also, he shall perform other duties assigned to him by the President.
Section 16: The Outer Guard shall be responsible to guard the outer door at all chapter meetings
and shall examine all who wish to enter as to the permanent password, as prescribed by the RITUAL manual. He shall perform other duties assigned to him by the President.
Section 17: No chapter may admit a visiting member to a meeting until he has passed the examinations given by the guards.
Section 18: No meeting shall take place unless a quorum of seven members is present.
Section 19: The chapter shall meet regularly and not less than once each month. The order of business shall be as follows:

Opening by RITUAL
Roll Call
Introduction of visiting brothers
Report on absent brothers
Reading of minutes of previous meetings
Reading of communications
Treasurer's report
Allowance of bills, Unfinished business Committee Reports: Executive House
Public Affairs and Education Membership Sick and Relief Social
Special Auditing National Magazine Other committees as necessary Proposals for membership Balloting on candidates New Business Good of the Chapter Closing by RITUAL
Section 20: Each chapter shall draw up a set of by-laws as to all necessary points not governed by
this constitution and not in violation thereof. The chapter shall submit a copy of their by-laws and all amendments thereto to the Fraternity Secretary-Treasurer for processing pursuant to Article V, Section 4 hereto.
Section 21: It is recommended that annual elections for chapter officers be held no later than the
month of December for those chapters whose new officers take their stations the first meeting in January, and, no later than the month of June for those chapters whose new officers take then-stations the first meeting in July. Only members in good standing are eligible for chapter office; and, with the exception of a new chapter, no member may be elected to office who has not been a member of the fraternity for at least three (3) months.
Section 22: Each chapter officer should memorize his part of the Opening and Closing portions of
the RITUAL as quickly as possible in order to give proper exemplification of the role he has assumed. Each member of a chapter Ritual Degree Team should memorize his part, if at all possible, however, memorization is not the highest standard to be given for the proper exemplification of any ritual, rather, it is the dignity a member brings to the occasion and the solemn sincerity he exhibits even though he may read his part which will give the real impression of the true spirit of brotherhood available within the fraternity. Chapter inspecting officers should encourage all chapters within their district, by example and personal assistance, in attainment of proper exemplification in ritual work.
Section 23: A chapter may remove a member from office, PROVIDED: Charges of violations
have been filed by another member in writing; The officer has been given notice by mail Registered or certified with return receipt) at least one (1) week in advance of the time, date and place of the hearing together with a copy of the charges and the name of the member bringing them; The officer is given an opportunity to respond to the charges at the hearing; and, At least a clear majority of those present vote to remove him from office.
Section 24: If. for any reason, a chapter office becomes vacant between regular election dates,
then the vacant office may be filled by special election called for and held during a designated regular meeting.
Section 25: No chapter may charge an initiation fee of less than Five Dollars ($5.00). 

Section 26: Members may be expelled by a chapter for violations of this constitution, chapter by-laws, or by engaging in conduct which reflects detrimentally upon the reputation of the fraternity, PROVIDED. Charges of violations have been filed by another chapter member in writing; The accused member has been given notice by mail (registered or certified with return receipt) at least one (1) week in advance of the time, date and place of the hearing together with a copy of the charges and the name of the member bringing them; The accused member is given an opportunity to respond to the charges of the hearing; and, No less than two-thirds of those present vote for expulsion. (See Section 28 concerning the matters of suspension of a member.)
Section 27: It is prohibited to pawn any fraternity jewelry, or to sell, give, lend or otherwise
furnish fraternity jewelry to anyone save members of the fraternity in good standing, EXCEPT fiancées or the women of a member's family may be allowed to wear his emblems. It shall be the duty of all national and chapter officers to do all they can to prevent the wearing of fraternity insignia by non-members.
NOTE: Chapters may be encouraged in all reasonable attempts to convince any member who shall no longer be in good standing to sell back to the chapter any fraternity jewelry in his possession.
Section 28. A member guilty of misconduct may be suspended from a meeting by the President; however, suspensions for a longer period of time should be regulated by chapter by-laws.
ARTICLE XIII: Forfeiture of Charter
Section 1: A chapter may be dissolved and suffer revocation of its charter ONLY IF the chapter
has been found guilty of violations specified herein below by no less than a majority vote of the Supreme Executive Committee, OR said chapter is guilty of violation of a specific section of this constitution which sets forth the penalty of forfeiture of its charter:
A. Contumacy to the authority of the National Council or of any national officer.
B. Violation of the fraternity constitution.
C. Failure to pay taxes or assessments levied by the National Council.
D. Failure to hold meetings for two months.
E. The continued failure of a chapter to address itself to the conduct of its members in fraternity rooms or in public which is considered by reasonable men as detrimental to the good name and the best interests and welfare of the fraternity.
F. The continued departure from the established ritualistic work.
NOTE: In the event the Supreme Executive Committee deems it appropriate it may asses the penalty of suspension of a chapter which is found in violation of the constitution, but said violation is not considered severe enough to justify a dissolution and revocation of its charter. Any assessment of suspension by the Supreme Executive Committee must spell out the period of suspension and the exact date the chapter is automatically reinstated; and, it shall specify what fines are imposed, if any, for the violations committed. A chapter and all its members, during the period of suspension, shall1 not be permitted to participate in any activity within the fraternity or conduct any activity which could possibly be construed as under the auspices of the fraternity. Violations of any terms of suspension shall be considered as grounds sufficient for the assessment of the penalty of dissolving the chapter and revocation of its charter.
Section 2: Ten (10) members who were members in good standing at the time, of a chapter which
has suffered the penalty of dissolution and revocation of its charter may, after six (6) months from the date of dissolution, apply for reinstatement of the chapter; and, such application shall be accompanied by a payment to cover all arranges plus fines imposed, if any. Such application for reinstatement shall be submitted as if it were a new chapter application; however, no installation fee shall be required.
Section 3: In the event a chapter is guilty of two (2) offenses of failure to correspond with any
national officer and then refuse to respond to a registered (or certified) letter, then a fine may be levied against said chapter by the Supreme Executive Committee or forfeit said chapter's charter.
NOTE: In the event a chapter has suffered penalty of revocation of its charter, it must immediately surrender all RITUAL manuals, constitutions and such other books, paraphernalia and other fraternity property to the Fraternity Secretary/Treasurer or his designated agent.
ARTICLE XIV: National Councils
Section 1: Pursuant to article IV, Section 5, of this constitution, the National Council shall meet
once each year; and, a chapter desiring to sponsor a National Council shall submit its bid in writing to the Fraternity Secretary/Treasurer no later than opening day of the annual National Council preceding the one said chapter wishes to sponsor. Said written bid shall be as detailed and contain as much information as possible for a considered review and decision by the National Council.
Section 2: Once a chapter has been designated as sponsor for an annual National Council, then
said sponsor shall anticipate and make arrangements for payment of all expenses to be incurred during that designated National Council. The fraternity shall not be liable for any expense of whatever nature incurred at or during a National Council.
Section 3:  The sponsor of a National Council is entitled to receive the registration fee for every member attending the National Council; which registration fee amount must have been included in the sponsor's bid and approved by the previous National Council. The registration fee shall cover all charges for National Council activities; EXCEPT, an additional charge may be made to cover expenses for serving lady guests at the National Council banquet, however, said charge is subject to approval of the Supreme Executive Committee. No donations or additional contributions shall be requested by the sponsor or by any member or any person on behalf of the sponsor.

A.  In case the Supreme Executive Committee has to exercise its authority pursuant to Article IV, Section 5, Paragraph A, then it shall establish the registration fee amount together with its designation of the sponsoring chapter and the place for the next National Council.

B.  Payment and registration fees for each National Officer, each member serving on the Board of Trustees, Fraternity Secretary/Treasurer attending National Council shall be made by the Secretary/Treasurer from the general fund. Payment of registration for each Past National President shall be limited to a period of three (3) years from the date his term as National President has expires. He must be in attendance at the National Council Meetings to have his registration fee paid by the Secretary/Treasurer from the general fund. (Section 3, B revised July 30, 2011)
Section 4: Each chapter shall be assessed a sum equivalent to the registration fee of two (2)
delegates, together with any federal tax that may be imposed on such fees as collected by the Fraternity Secretary-Treasurer, and, shall be paid by each chapter on or before the 15th day of June to the Fraternity Secretary-Treasurer It is the duty of the Fraternity Secretary-Treasurer to forward to the sponsor, at least three (3) weeks prior to the opening day of the National Council, a check for all monies assessed.  Also, it is the responsibility of the Fraternity Secretary-Treasurer to timely mail delegates cards, in appropriate quantities, to each chapter and Past National President. a check for all monies assessed, less tax. Also, it is the responsibility of the Fraternity Secretary-Treasurer to timely mail delegate cards, in appropriate quantities, to each chapter and Past National President.
Section 5: Delegates and alternate delegates for each chapter must have in his possession proper credentials execute by the chapter president and secretary.
ARTICLE XV: Official Publication and National Communications
Section 1: The official publication of this fraternity shall be known as the PHI DELTA KAPPA MAGAZINE and shall be issued periodically as determined by the National Council and shall be accessible on the National Website.
Section 2: Each chapter must collect a subscription fee for the official publication from each of its members, which shall be remitted monthly to the Fraternity Secretary-Treasurer.
A. The amount to be levied for subscription to the official publication and communications, shall be determined by the National Council; and, in the event the National Council fails to act on this matter, the subscription fee last established by the National Council shall remain in full force and effect until such time as the National Council changes it.
Section 3: Each member of the fraternity in good standing shall have the option of being mailed or viewed via the National Website, at his last known address, the periodical issue of the official publication by the Editor-in-Chief. Every member is required to notify immediately the secretary of his chapter and the Fraternity Secretary- Treasurer of any change in his mailing address.
Section 4: Each chapter's Communications Committee (as specified in Article XII, Section 9) shall be
responsible to submit a monthly article to the Editor-in-Chief of the magazine for its chapter. The articles shall be submitted in the format and are to be received at such time as established by the Editor-in-Chief in notices sent to all chapters.
Section 5: The National President, the Editor-in-Chief and the Fraternity Secretary-Treasurer
shall constitute the Magazine Committee which shall oversee the contents and the publication of the official publication; however, in the event the Editor-in-Chief and the Fraternity Secretary-Treasurer are one and the same person, the third member of said committee shall then be the Chairman of the National Board of Trustees.
Section 6: The Webmaster shall be responsible to maintain and update the National Website on a periodic basis.

Section 7: The main pages and basic content of the website are subject to the approval of The National Trustees. This includes but not limited to particular content that is deemed to be password protected for the integrity of the Fraternity.

Section 8: Each Chapter’s Communications Committee shall be responsible to work with the Webmaster in providing content for the National Website on a periodic basis. The content shall be provided to the Webmaster in the required format.                      
ARTICLE XVI: Fraternity Flower
Section I: The official flower of the fraternity is the red carnation. ARTICLE XVII: Fraternity Colors
Section 1: The official colors of the fraternity are red and black. ARTICLE XVII: Fraternity Coat-of-Arms
Section 1: The official coat-of-arms of the fraternity, designed and approved by the National
Council, should be used on all fraternity jewelry, stationary, programs, publications and other such places as may be of benefit to the fraternity.
Section 2: It is prohibited to display the name, coat-of-arms, letters, or any emblems of the fraternity EXCEPT in an authorized manner.
ARTICLE XIX: Fraternity National Memorial Day
Section 1: The Monday before Memorial Day, in May of each year, shall be known as the PHI
DELTA KAPPA National Memorial Day. All chapters shall observe this day by holding the Memorial Ritual, as outlined in our RITUAL book, at 8:30 P.M. Eastern Standard Time. Those members who are not in attendance should bow their heads at this precise time, so that all PHI DELTA KAPPA are in solemn reverence at the same time.
ARTICLE XX: Waiver of Dues
SECTION 1: Any member of this fraternity serving in the United States Army, Navy, Marine
Corps, Air Force, or other military branch of service of this country, in time of war or during any national emergency involving use of said services in any area of the world in which said member is required to serve in military activities, whether offensive or defensive, shall be exempt from the payment of national dues during the period of his service or while he is so engaged.
ARTICLE XXI: The PHI DELTA KAPPA FOUNDATION
This Fraternity may, by passage of an appropriate resolution by the National Council, establish an institution connective with the PHI DELTA KAPPA FRATERNITY with provisions for support of said institution whose purpose generally shall be for the furtherance of the purposes or the object of the fraternity or other eleemosynary purpose, object, movement or institution, sponsored or approved by the fraternity.
Subject to such restrictions as may be enumerated or prescribed by resolution of the National Council of this Fraternity, the trustees of said institution may, on such terms and conditions as they deem advisable, accept any gift, devises or bequests of money or property or of the income there from, whether such gift, devise or bequest be in fee or in trust. All such gifts, devises or bequests, together with such surplus funds of this Fraternity as the National Council may, from time to time, by resolution set aside for that purpose, shall constitute and become part of a fund which shall be known as;
The PHI DELTA KAPPA FOUNDATION (hereafter called "the foundation").
Section 1. Title to all property of the foundation shall be vested in the five (5) trustees and
their successors, who, except as is otherwise provided herein or by the terms of the gift, devise or bequest, shall hold, invest, manage and administer it, and with the approval of the National Board of Trustees of PHI DELTA KAPPA (hereafter called "the board") expend the corpus the income there from, as a single trust, for the furtherance of the purposes or the objects of the fraternity, or of any philanthropic, charitable, educational or other eleemosynary purpose, object, movement or institution, sponsored or approved by the fraternity.
A. In the administering of the property of the foundation — unless otherwise specifically provided by terms of the gift, devise or the bequest — the trustees shall have the power to sell, lease, transfer or exchange all or any part of said property at such prices and upon such terms and conditions and in such manner as they may deem best; to execute and deliver any powers of attorney', proxies, or agreements that they may deem necessary or proper and that may be permitted by law, to invest and reinvest in such loans, securities or real estate as they may deem suitable for the investment of trust funds, irrespective of any law now or hereafter in force limiting the investments of trust funds, insofar as the laws of the jurisdiction where the investment is made by permit; to determine whether money or property coming into their possession shall be treated as principal or income and charge or apportion any expenses or losses to principal or income according as they may deem just and equitable; to select and employ in and about the execution of the trust, suitable agents and attorneys, including employment of a trust company or trust companies to whom may be delegated, with the right of revocation reserved, such powers in managing and investing the trust estate as the trustees may deem advisable and as laws of the jurisdiction may permit, and to pay their reasonable compensation and expenses; and in no event are the trustees liable for such neglect, omission, or wrong-doing of such agents or attorneys, PROVIDED reasonable care has been exercised in their selection; and the trustees, save for their own gross neglect or willful default, shall not be liable for any loss or damage.
Section 2:. The Foundation Board of Trustees will consist of five (5) members of the fraternity, one member
appointed each alternate year for a four (4) year term. Each member will be appointed by the National President, with the approval of the board. Two (2) members must be Past National Presidents. All members should have knowledge in foundation supported programs and experience in the field of finance. Current Board members with unexpired terms in office, will have their terms adjusted by the current National President to conform with one member being appointed each year.
A. The Judicial Department by two-thirds vote shall have the power to remove any trustee for good and sufficient cause, PROVIDED, notice of the time, date and place of the meeting at which they propose to take such action shall first be given to all trustees, and, PROVIDED FURTHER the trustee whom it is proposed to remove at such meeting shall be given an opportunity to present evidence in his own behalf and to be personally heard on the matter.
B. In case of death, resignation, removal or disability or a trustee, the National President shall appoint, with approval of the board, a successor to serve for the unexpired term.
C. Successor trustees shall have all the powers and discretions and shall be charged with like duties and obligations in all respects as herein conferred upon the original trustees.
Section 3. Each year the trustees shall, acting as a body, designate one of them to serve as
chairman for the following year, and in case of death, resignation or disability of said chairman, the trustees shall designate a successor chairman to serve the unexpired term.
Section 4. The trustees shall serve without compensation.
Section 5. The trustees are charged with the responsibility of preparing and disseminating
information regarding the purposes and operation of the foundation, and forms for gifts, devises and bequests thereto.
Section 6. The trustees shall have full power to expend the income from or the corpus of any
property of the foundation for any purpose specifically prescribed by the donor or testator. All other expenditures from income from any property of the foundation, EXCEPT for necessary expense of administration, shall be made only after the board or National Council shall have first provided therefore by resolution; but any such expenditure, notwithstanding the fact that it had been provided for by resolution of the board or National Council, shall not be made unless a majority of the trustees first approves thereof. No part of the corpus of the foundation, except for a purpose specifically prescribed by the donor or testator, shall be expended unless authorized by a resolution of the National Council and approved by resolution of the board, with the approval of a majority of the trustees.
Section 7. The trustees, by special authority of a resolution of the National Council or the board,
may take all steps deemed by them necessary or advisable to incorporate the foundation under such jurisdiction and in such form or charter, as may be prescribed by the resolution or if not so prescribed, as the trustees think proper, whenever, in the opinion of the trustees, such
incorporation is necessary or advisable in order to make legal or to prevent the lapsing of any gift, devise, or bequest, or for the proper or suitable administration of the foundation; and upon such incorporation and upon the proper conveyances being made by the trustees to the corporation, the title to all the properties of the foundation shall thereupon be vested in the corporation and the corporation shall have and may exercise all the rights, powers, privileges, and immunities, and shall perform all duties theretofore vested in the trustees.
Section 8. All necessary expenses of administering the foundation, including the expenses of the
trustees, unless they by otherwise provided for by the board shall be paid, when approved by a majority of the trustees, out of the interest from the funds of the foundation.
Section 9. The trustees may adopt such rules and regulations for the administration of the
foundation as they may deem advisable or necessary, provided such rules and regulations shall not be contrary to the specifically expressed intention of the donor or testator or contrary to the constitution of this fraternity.
Section 10. The trustees shall not be required to give or post any bond for the faithful performance of the trust — any such bond required by any jurisdiction being waived.
ARTICLE XXII: Amendments to the Constitution
Section 1. This constitution may be amended by a two-thirds vote of the National Council assembled in regular meeting.
Section 2. No amendment shall be approved unless it shall have been first submitted by the
Supreme Executive Committee or by any chapter to the Fraternity Secretary-Treasurer in writing, at least thirty (30) days before the opening date of the National Council, or unless said proposal shall have been made at a previous National Council. Upon receiving a proposed amendment(s) in due time, it shall be the duty of the Fraternity Secretary- Treasurer to copy said amendment(s) and mail to all national officers and to all chapters prior to tie opening date of the National Council. Such copies shall contain the full text of the proposed amendment(s). Also, a supply of such proposed amendment(s) must be made available to die National Council by the Fraternity Secretary-Treasurer in sufficient quantity so one copy may be furnished to each delegate.
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