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NATIONAL PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  
 
 

Hello brothers and sweethearts I hope that all are doing 
well. Deb and I are just fine.  Deb has finally got over the cold 
that she had and is doing much better now. For myself, I have 
run into a problem with my back and I have started seeing a 
doctor about it. I’m sure in a few weeks I’ll be back to myself 
again. If not I’ll deal with it one day at a time. 

 
Here at Gamma Theta Danville we have started having 

our meetings for the coming Convention. I know that it’s going 
to take a lot of work and a lot of help to make this convention a big success. But I know that 
Doug Leach, our Chapter President, will have all the committees working together as one 
unit when it gets closer to the convention date; and working like a fine watch on your arm.  
He’s just that type of a man and brother to all of us-thanks Doug. The convention dates are 
July 15 to 18 and the name of the hotel is Wingate by Wyndham. I’m sure the registration 
forms will be out soon if not already out by the time you read this. So get your skits worked 
out and be ready to have a great time at this year’s convention. 

 
 I would like to ask this: we are still looking to fill one National Chair as Outer 

Guard. Yes, I know that it’s getting late, to try to fill this chair, but believe me we have been 
trying - from myself to your National Officers. In all, we have talked to 4 to 5 great 
members that we think would make great officers but to no avail.  No one has taken that 
step forward.  There are some considering it sometime in their future, but just not now. Let 
me just say this: Yes, it does take some time away from home, from work, and there is some 
traveling to these positions.  But I can say I have fully enjoyed myself.  I’m proud to say 
that I have made a lot of new friends along my journey and I’m proud to be a Phi Delt. Yes, 
becoming a National Officer is a big responsibility and obligation.  But your fraternity is 
asking that you might consider running for an office at this year’s convention . If not, there 
will be two chairs that will not be filled.  Please think about it. 
 
God Bless, Fraternally, 
Devin “Pappy” Reid 
National President 
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Death 
by Jon Handy 

National Master of Ceremonies 
 

Death in 
America is 
not usually 
considered a 
topic for so-
cial discus-
sion, friendly 
chit chat, or 
m a g a z i n e 
articles.  It is, 
however, a frequent subject for Phi 
Delta Kappa brothers, especially 
with so many of our members em-
barking on that final journey across 
the desert of the three oases.  Of 
course, all of our members under-
stand that it is only the final jour-
ney in this lifetime.  We have no 
atheists in our fraternity.  We all 
believe in God and, therefore, in an 
immortal soul. 
 
Death is celebrated, embraced and 
feared by most cultures around the 
world.  In Mexico, death is consid-
ered part of life.  It is accepted and 
even celebrated as a continuation of 
that person into eternity.  A 5-day 
holiday called Dia los de Muteros 
(Days of the Dead) celebrates the 
relatives who have crossed over 
into that continuation. There are 
“altars” everywhere and life and 
death become confused.  Celebrants 
sometimes flaunt death by perform-
ing death-defying feats. 
 
Funerals in New Orleans are usu-
ally considered times of celebra-
tion.  Family members and friends 
walk behind the casket as it is be-
ing transported to the cemetery.  
They play music, sing, dance, and 
shout, feeling there should be joy 
for the one going on to his reward.  

The Creoles blend the cultures of 
French, Spanish, African, and 
American Indian in this rite that is 
unique to Southern Louisiana.  
Death is often depicted in their an-
nual Mardi Gras (literally Fat Tues-
day) carnival and parade in New 
Orleans. 
 
In ancient Egypt, color was an inte-
gral part of the substance and being 
of everything in life which contin-
ued into death. The color of some-
thing was a clue to the substance or 
heart of the matter. When it was 
said that one could not know the 
color of the gods, it meant that they 
themselves were unknowable, and 
could never be completely under-
stood.  Death was also an opportu-
nity to display great wealth and 
power - as was apparent with the 
building of a pyramid, called a 
“house of eternity.”  Pyramids were 
built for tombs of Pharaohs and 
powerful leaders of the time.  Men 
were buried with objects of great 
wealth to validate their importance 
in the after-life.  (I guess they be-
lieved that you could take it with 
you.)  This led to tomb raiding and 
theft of these artifacts.  (There is 
always someone out to prove you 
wrong.) 

HAPPY NEW YEAR!!!  
By Craig  Brutout 
National Auditor 

 
  G r e e t i n g s 
from what I 
hope will 
soon be a 
greening up 
central Indi-
ana. It seems 
that most of 
last month’s 

article got lost somewhere in 
cyberspace, so I thought it was 
time to upgrade the technology 
so hopefully things will transmit 
better on this new laptop. The 
old computer is a relic; I think it 
came over on the Mayflower. 
 Now on to business,  several 
months ago I took several chap-
ters to task for not bringing in 
any new members, I am thrilled 
to tell you that we have a chap-
ter that has increased its mem-
bership by over 10 percent since 
the beginning of this fraternal 
year. What a great job!  Bring-
ing in new members is the only 
way to insure that our future is 
secure. I wonder if any other 
chapters will have that big of an 
increase this year. The chapter I 
am talking about is Mississippi 
Alpha. Great job brothers; keep 
spreading that Phi Delt spirit. 
  
  Spring arrives this month and  
the wonders of nature begin all 
over again; the sun seems 
brighter, the grass and trees be-
gin to wake from their winter’s 
nap, and the barbeques begin to 
get used again. What a wonder-
ful time of year. March also 
brings the spring SEC meeting, 
which will be in Norcross Geor-
gia this year. We have a lot to 
do and I know there are many 
new ideas to be discussed. 
  
  I hope all the Chapters are 
working on their email lists so 
that we can start to send this 
electronically; this is going to 
save us a substantial amount of 
money, so let's get those lists 
updated and ready to go. 
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Adjustments 
By Sam Agresti 

National Inner Guard 
 

Hello from beautiful South Flor-
ida.  We have had some changes in 
our weather recently so most peo-
ple have had to make some adjust-
ments in the clothing they 
wear.  I’m going to relate to the 
word adjustments. Your local chap-
ter and its members have  to make 
them.  Making meetings so busi-
ness can be discussed, talking about 
activities that would be great to 
conduct or even listen to, reports on 
club finances, property mainte-
nance, and even personal updates 
on members sick or in distress are 
all things that happen in weekly 
meetings.  Now when members are 
not present at the meeting the offi-
cers need to adjust to get informa-
tion out to them.  Phone calls or e-
mails can be a source of commun-
ion.  I can tell you that to get a 
chapter running smoothly members 
need to be aware of changes and 
also be held accountable to attend 

   Is it Spring yet? 
from Miss Kitty 

National Sweetheart 
 

Can you believe that it is March 
already and time for spring break? 
St. Patrick parties some thawing 
out in the north, and of course 
about time for all us snow birds to 
head home. 
 
It is always so much fun to open 
the house up in Muncie, you 
know all those spiders and webs 
and usually some dead bugs and 
once in awhile live ones that have 
had the run of the house for sev-
eral months. You just never know 
what will be awaiting you when  
you pull in. 
 
But the best part is we will be 
able to see our children and 
grandchildren a little more often.  
Of course I’m getting anxious to 
see our Phi Delta Kappa family, 
also.  I hope everyone is doing 
fine and that all the clubs are 
growing and have lots of agenda 
on their calendars. 
 

Time 
By Bran Nelson 

National Sergeant At Arms 
 

  H o w d y 
b r o t h e r s 
and sisters. 
How are 
you doing? 
It is easy 
for me to 
find the 
time to 
write to you today because it is 
snowing outside and we are ex-
pecting up to 5 inches of the fluffy 
stuff. The older I get the more I 
hate the cold and snow.  
 One of President Reid’s 
goals this year is to redo the con-
stitution of the fraternity and 
Craig Brutout was put in charge of 
the constitution and by-law com-
mittee. This is no easy job to do, 
so what he did was give each offi-
cer a section of the constitution to 
go over and check for errors and 
items that no longer apply or con-
tradict another item. I have an ex-
ample for you to compare this to. 
This winter I had some extra time 
off (I work in the auto business), 
so I decided to redo my kitchen 
floor. When I took the old floor up 
I thought it would be a good time 
to paint the wall and ceiling, then 
I took a look at the cabinets; they 
also needed to be painted. I 
wanted more cabinet space so I 
got more cabinets. Before you 
know it, one job of putting down a 
new floor ended up being a big 

project. That is exactly is what 
happening in the constitution: it is 
becoming a big project that might 
take more than a year to com-
plete. When this is all done, you 
need to the thank Devin for get-
ting the ball rolling and Craig for 
being on top of the ball and keep-
ing us on track. 
 I hope you have a fun St. 
Patrick’s Day. I went to Danville 
St. Pat’s party last year and it was 
a very good time (You never 
know where we‘ll end up this 
year). May your beer be green 
and your clovers have four leaves.  
Brian Nelson 

May God continue to 
bless you all and our Fraternity. 
Until next month, always look-
ing forward, Craig. 

regular meetings.  Their input as 
well as helping make chapter de-
cisions are important to the club’s 
future.  The new year is upon us 
so let’s pledge as true Phi Delts to 
adjust some things in our life and 
in our chapter that would be re-
warding for all the people you 
come into contact with.  The old 
coach will end for now by saying 
Proud To Be A Phi Delt. 
 
Sam Agresti   
National Inner Guard 
 



 

 

PHI DELTA KAPPA MAGAZINE 6 

DELTA NU  
by 

BRYAN 
 
   January is gone. February is short 
and March is not that much so that 
means that warm weather is on the 
way. It will be so nice.  We had a 
good year in 2008 . Thank you 
Brother Tom for your leadership. 
We did not get done all the things 
that you would have liked, but we 
moved ahead. Thank you. 
 
2009 is here and we have a new list 
of functions planned. Read your 
newsletter and mark them on your 
calendar. We need your help and 
support. Help us make these func-
tions a success. Plan to attend!!!!!  
A thanks goes to the RED Coats 

 
PDK 

 
BROTHERHOOD 

 
THE 

 
 VERY BEST 

Don’t forget that convention is 
only 4 months away.  I’m sure the 
Danville gang is busy with their 
committees and making sure eve-
rything is either done or being 
worked out. 
 
If you have ever worked on a con-
vention, you know that the suc-
cess of it depends on all of us 
other Phi Delts.  All their work 
and planning means nothing if we 
don’t attend, so. Will I see you 
there this year? 
 
I haven’t been able to visit some 
of the chapters that I would have 
liked to, but since they haven’t 
had anything going on that isn’t 
just a regular meeting night, we 
can’t make the visit, but know 
that I have been thinking about 
you and hope all is well with you 
all. 
 

Gamma Theta 
by: Deb Reid 

 
Greetings from Danville.....by the 
time you all read this article, we 
will have dug out of the snow we 
got this week...Nathan & Devin dug 
out our driveway....Thanks Nathan, 
for helping your dad! 
 
We went to the Winchester/
Danville Boys’ Varsity Basketball 
game on January 17th.  They played 
at Conseco Field house in Indian-
apolis.  The Danville boys played 
well, but not well enough to defeat 
the Falcons.  Some of the Winches-
ter group came back to Danville 
after the game for drinks and pizza.  
It must be said that they were gra-
cious winners....and heavy drinkers-
HEHE!  Scott, Diana & Dave 
stayed overnight with Devin & me.  
 
 Because of a miscommunication, 
Craig stayed in Avon.  But the next 
morning Diana & I fixed breakfast 
for everyone and then we sent them 
on their way back to Winchester. 
All in all, it was a fun day and eve-
ning spent with our fraternity broth-
ers and sweethearts. 

We had a Euchre tournament the 
night before the Super Bowl and 
had a great turn out.  What a good 
way to spend a cold and snowy 
Saturday night!   
 
Our chapter has initiated a couple 
of new members: Chuck Naas and 
Brandon Lawson.  Both have 
strong ties to our chapter.  Chuck 
is Lawrence Cox’s son-in-law; and 
Brandon’s dad, Jack, is a member 
as well.   
 
Gamma Theta is gearing up for 
hosting national convention in 
July.  By the time this article is 
published, we’ll have already had 
4 meetings.  We’re excited to be 
hosting and have had a lot of ideas 
and volunteers. 
 
Looking forward to traveling in 
February.....we’re going to Win-
chester for their Sweetheart Dance 
February 14th; Gamma Theta’s 
Anniversary Dinner/Dance is the 
next weekend in Crawfordsville, 
Indiana; and then on to River 
Ranch....hope the weather is nicer 
for us! 
 
I’m sure I’ll have a lot more to say 
in my next article, so I’ll close for 
now.  On a personal note, how-
ever, I’d like to wish a Happy 1st 
Birthday to a future Phi Delt:  
Kahne Reid turned 1 year old 
January 31st ....My, my - how time 
flies!!! 

that said they would be at our in-
stallation of our new officers. We 
made it OK without your help. You 
missed a good meal that Bro Don 
fixed on your behalf. Oh well so it 
goes... 
 
Brothers we need your help in mak-
ing 2009 a success. Please come 
down and visit us.  Make a meeting 
and plan to attend the functions.  
Till next time. HUG A BROTHER 
AND A SISTER!!!!      PROUD 
TO BE A PHI DELT!!!!! 
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COMING     EVENTS 
 
 
 

Mar. 11  St. Patrick Party,  Beta Eta, Winchester, IN 
Mar. 14  Easter Egg Hunt,  Beta Eta, Winchester, IN 
Mar. 14  St. Patrick Party,  Delta Nu, Plymouth, IN 
Mar. 16  Brotherhood Meeting Lambda, Peru, IN 
Mar. 27— 28 Spring S.E.C.  Norcross, GA 
Apr. 18  Beta Eta 97th Anniversary, Beta Eta, Winchester, IN 
May 7    Spring Stag, Delta Nu, Plymouth, IN  
  
Standing Events 
Every Friday Dinner, Gamma Theta, Danville,IN 
Every 2nd Friday Bingo & Dinner, Florida Nu, West Palm Beach 
Every 3rd Saturday Dinner, Beta Nu, Kokomo, IN  
Every 3rd Friday Dinner, Bunko, Florida Mu, Lake Worth, FL 
Every Last Friday, Blues Jam, Beta Nu, Kokomo, IN  
 

 
 Hello  from Cracker Country  

By David Reiker 
 

Hello again from Cracker Country. 
A very special member of Florida 
Alpha Lambda passed away in late 
December. Edgar “Ed” Taylor 
passed away after being exposed to 
Agent Orange during a 20 year ca-
reer serving in the Air Force. Ed 
put up the longest damned battle 
with several different forms of can-
cer that I’ve ever heard of.   
 
  After the armed service, Ed went 
on to serve in law enforcement for 
over 20 years. Ed always got a 
great deal of pleasure attending 
meetings with us guys and then 
getting together with our families at 
socials. I’ll tell you how important 
this fraternity was to him. And that 
is, “it takes the fingers on both your 
hands to count the Phi Delt mem-
bers that Ed Taylor is personally 
responsible for bringing into our 
club.” When Ed was in good health 
he always took his fair share of re-
sponsibility. And those responsi-
bilities he took very seriously.  
 
I remember years ago when Ed was 
nominated to Chapter Treasurer.     
Well, when it came time for Ed to 
make his report at the meetings, all 
us members would just ease back 
in our seats for a very long and de-
tailed accounting of everything in 
the chapter house that amounted to 
as much as 5 cents! I’ll swear, he 
must have even inventoried the 
napkins. (well, I sometimes exager-
ate a little). But it was this attention 
to detail and his honest sincerity 
that endeared Ed to all of us. On 
the occasion when we played poker 
at the chapter house, (which Ed 
rarely participated in) I would 

sometimes call out to Ed across 
the room, “Hey Ed, you want to 
back my play over here?” and Ed 
would always reply, “O.K. but 
only as long as you’re winning!”  
 
  Ed is gone now, but he leaves us 
his legacy of two daughters, 
Kathy and Donna, two sons, 
George and Greg, both of which 
are Phi Delts, several grandchil-
dren, including Mike, who will 
eventually be a Phi Delt when he 
reaches the age. And his wife for 
over fifty years, Nancy (P.N.S.)  
whom most of you know and who 
is very much a part of our Phi 
Delt family. And a lot of super 
fond memories of a good friend, 
and a good Phi Delt, an (Emir) A 
True Prince Of Phi Delta Kappa. I 
count myself very fortunate to 
have known Ed Taylor. 
 
  And now, for some fiction and 
fact from the Phi Delt Almanac. 
The epitome of giant thinking 
machines was required to analyze 

what is required for the average 
person to be motivated. It didn’t 
take long for all the Phi Delts to 
qualify. However only a few were 
required to do the study. Their 
conclusion was; “In our society 
there is a period in the beginning 
of almost everyone’s life when 
they have little to cling to except a 
curious mind and unlimited oppor-
tunities, and little to support them-
selves but youth and good health, 
and nowhere to go but all over the 
place!” So be well and full of he#$
%. Cracker Boy signing off. Dave 
Rieker.    

 
PDK 
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THE 

 
 VERY BEST 
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The Foundation 

  Jim Myers 
 

The scholarship application for 
Phi Delta Kappa has been sent to 
each chapter last month. You 
should ask you secretary for an 
application. This year we will 
not have quite as much money 
due to the lower interest rate. But 
we will help out as much as pos-
sible.  
 
Please remember that the appli-
cation must be in my hand by 
May 15, 2009. If you could af-
ford to donate money to the 
Foundation we could give more 
money. Remember we may only 
give out the interest. You may 
donate as little as ten dollars at a 
time. 
I hope you all have a good 
Easter. I am proud to be a Phi 
Delt. 

Spring SEC Hotel Info: 
 
 

Holiday Inn Select 
Peachtree Corners 
6050 Peachtree  
Industrial Blvd, NW 
Norcross, GA 30071 
 
Call (770) 448-4400, ask for 
reservations. Tell them you are 
with  Phi Delta Kappa or PDK. 
 
Room Rate: $72.00 (Double or 
King, while they last) 
Friday Evening, March 27 
(cocktails & talk in the lounge) 
 
Saturday March 28 (SEC Meet-
ing in Conference Room 8:30 – 
10:30). 

From: Jan Leach 
Gamma Theta’s First Lady. 

 
Things are starting to roll with 
convention preparations.  The 
Brothers and Sweethearts are 
making their plans, checking 
their list…and checking them 
twice. 
 
We have decided that the ladies 
of PDK will be having their an-
nual ladies luncheon at the local 
winery.  I am so sure that you 
all will really enjoy it. Here is a 
website for you to check out;  
www.chateauthomas.com.    
 
What could be better than get-
ting your bellies full, enjoying 
wonderful Indiana wine, and 

great company.  I think the men 
will even be jealous of this out-
ing. 
 
I am sure looking forward to see-
ing the Spring flowers start 
showing up soon!!!  

Notes from the Editor 
By Greg Sumpter 

 
  Hello from the Editor’s desk 
again.  Here it is the month of 
March and that means basketball 
fever here in Indiana.  It also means 
that the winter months are almost 
over.    Have you made your selec-
tions for the March Maness tourna-
ment?  How many games will you 
watch during the tournament?   
 
  Spring S.E.C.  is just a few days 
away.  There are several things in 
the discussion mode for this meet-
ing.  E-version of this magazine 
will be one of the topics discussed.  
Given the current state of  the econ-
omy, it may force some to miss this 
meeting because of the cost to 
travel.  Is your chapter suffering to 
make ends meet?  What are you do-
ing to generate income?  Other top-
ics could be Membership, National 
Historical Room, National Conven-
tion and more. 
 
  Next month, we will have adver-
tisement for National Convention  
and the Convention Magazine.  
Start planning now to attend Na-
tional Convention in Danville in 
July.   
 
  Speaking of Convention, has your 
chapter started planning for a skit 
for convention.  This is something 
that every chapter should consider 
participating in.  It is a great way to 
involve many members of your 
chapter and it also shows some 
chapter spirit.  It is a lot of fun to 
plan, practice,  and finally perform 
for the audience at convention and 
the rest of convention is spent dis-
cussing who had the best skit.  
What’s in your chapter’s plans?  
Time to go,  see you on the road. 


