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NATIONAL PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  
 

 
   Hello brothers and sweethearts.  I hope that you all are doing well. Deb 
and I are doing just fine. But we have been real busy getting things ready 
for convention. It’s hard to believe the year has gone by so fast, it seems 
to me that just a week ago I became your National President and that I was 
just starting out on my journey.  
 
  As I said in my last article, our membership has grown. I can tell you that 
as of June 1, 2008 our membership stood at 825; and as of June 1, 2009 
our membership now stands at 840, which is outstanding. I had a goal of 
25 new members as of June 1 of this year. We fell just a little short, but at 
least this is a good thing which means we are growing. I hope to see all 
chapters take a strong look at your membership and see why you haven’t grown any in several years. There 
are good gentlemen out their looking for something to do and have a good time with others. The right place 
for them just might be Phi Delta Kappa, so keep working on it. We still need to grow.  
 
  Convention will be here before you know it and I hope to see you there. I know that Gamma Theta will do 
their very best to see that you have a great time. I can’t say enough about Doug Leach and his committee 
chairmen.  They have all worked hard at what they were assigned to do.  I just want to say thanks to all of 
them. I’m trying to keep this on the short side since this is my last official article that I have to write. But I 
will say that I will have an article in the magazine from time to time; you’re not going to get rid of me that 
easy. 

 
 
Devin “Pappy” Reid 
National President 
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you come once, you can’t help but 
want to go every year thereafter. It 
is always the highlight of my year, 
getting to spend time working and 
having fun, all in the name of broth-
erhood. I am sure that this year will 
be no exception. Will YOU be 
there? 
 
   I am happy to report that the con-
struction part of the PDK Historical 
Museum & Education Center is 
completed. My chapter took a con-
siderable risk, dipping deep into our 
bank account to complete the con-
struction. I hope, now that the 
building part is completed, we can 
get some solid financial support 
from other chapters to help make up 
for the considerable cost. I know 
that some chapters and individuals 
have given generously already, and 
my hope is that now that the hard 
work we have put in is visible and 
tangible, that more chapters and in-
dividuals will step up and help.  The 
next year will be spent setting up 
the displays, computer system, and 
getting the Historical website fully 
operational online. Should I be for-
tunate enough to have your support 
in my bid to become National Presi-
dent, and my chapter gets to host 
convention next July; my focus is to 
have the Grand Opening during that 
convention. But, either way, the 
museum will be fully operational by 
then. 
 
  Hope to see you all at convention. 
I can hardly wait! 

    

Choices 
by Jon Handy 

National Master of Ceremonies 
 

    W h a t e v e r 
choices you 
make, they 
come with con-
sequences at-
tached.  Some 
of them are 
good, and some 
bad.  We must 
weigh these 
consequences to see what differ-
ent results might affect us and 
what the cost may be.  This is a 
daily process we all go through 
when there is a fork in the road of 
life.  Should I pay $950 to have 
that old tree removed?  Who am I 
voting for this year?  Should I 
quit this dead-end job that 
plagues me, and look for a better 
opportunity? 
 
When my oldest daughter, 
Carole, was 14 to 16 years old 
and I would tell her that she could 
not do something she wanted to 
do, she would ask me what I 
would do if she did it anyway.  If 
I told her she would be grounded, 
she wanted to know for how long, 
and did that mean that she also 
could not talk to her friends on 
the phone.  At first I was appalled 
by this interrogative attitude, until 
I came to realize that she clearly 
had a choice to make, and she 
was weighing her options.  She 
was deciding if it would be worth 
the consequences she would have 
to pay in order to get what she 
wanted.  I could almost see those 
cogs turning in her head and 
processing the data.  I came to 
respect her analytic approach to 

I Love to Travel with My 
Brother 

by: George Taylor 
National Vice President 

 
  Hello again 
from the Land of 
Sunshine. As 
you are reading 
this, I am proba-
bly in the van 
with my brother 
Greg, his wife 
Stephanie, and my mother on the 
way to National Convention. I al-
ways enjoy going to convention to 
catch up with friends, have some 
fun, and tend to the business of the 
fraternity (not necessarily in that 
order). This year is no exception. 
However, this year I am really glad 
that Mom, Greg, and Steph could 
go, and that we are traveling to-
gether. 
 
  I have missed traveling with Greg 
and Steph, because we always 
have a great time, and almost 
never stay on the main roads, 
choosing instead to “wing it” and 
see what adventures we can find 
ourselves in. I remember our last 
trip to convention together, where 
we stayed over in Nashville on the 
way and wandered around the city 
until all hours of the night, finding 
ourselves on a horse-drawn car-
riage, taking a midnight ghost tour 
led by the craziest tour guide we 
had ever met. We laughed until our 
sides hurt. Then, on the way back 
to Tampa, we took the long way 
home via an overnight stay in Gat-
linburg TN. 
 
  If you have never been to a Na-
tional Convention, you should 
really consider hopping in the car 
and going. I truly believe that if 



 

 

PHI DELTA KAPPA MAGAZINE 5  

possible.  You cannot know, for 
example, all the consequences of 
choosing a marriage partner, a ca-
reer, or a college.  With such deci-
sions, providence may make the 
choice for you (she might say no.)  
If still faced with a decision, I have 
found that I just have to follow my 
heart.  If I was misled by my heart, 
then I am willing to pay the conse-
quences.  I followed my heart 
when I joined Phi Delta Kappa.  It 
was a “road less traveled,” but it 
has made my life a better journey.  
I have come to cherish the com-
panionship, the noble causes, the 
brotherhood and the American val-
ues that it celebrates. 
 
With our National Convention 
coming up this month, you now 
have a choice to make.  Have you 
made your reservation?  Have you 
submitted your registration?  Try 
my decision-making tool.  I think 
you’ll find that the pluses way out-
number the minuses.  I hope to see 
you in Danville. 
 
Jon 

 
 

decision making, and it made me 
a lot more creative in picking 
punishments that would elicit the 
response I was hoping for. 
 
When you have a decision to 
make do you look at all options 
and weigh the rewards against the 
punishing consequence that may 
result?  Or do you leap before you 
look going headlong, willy-nilly, 
into uncharted territory?  I have 
heard some women complain that 
men never put the toilet seat down 
when they leave.  I wonder if they 
realize that they were faced with a 
choice before they acted.  Their 
ranting begs the question, “Don’t 
you look before you sit?” 
 
I once read about a decision-
making tool that can help in re-
solving a conflict.  Draw a line 
down the center of the page on a 
notepad.  Write the word “pluses” 
over the left side and the word 
“minuses” above the right side.  
On the left, list all the advantages 
of acting on this choice.  On the 
right, list all the disadvantages.  
Go over both lists to see if you 
have missed anything.  When you 
think you have a complete list, 
look first at the advantages to see 
if they would make you happy.  
Next look over the disadvantages 
to see if you could live with them 
should it get down to that.  
Weighing one side against the 
other is the most important step.  
Don’t forget to compare the best 
thing that could happen against 
the worst thing that could happen.  
All this may not help you reach a 
definitive action, but it should get 
you a lot closer to understanding 
the choice. 
 
There are times when a complete 
list of pluses and minuses is not 

far, remember the big drawings will 
be at Convention later this month. 
our $50.00 winners so far are Ed 
Meadow, Brad Smurr, Bob Biggs, 
Butch Marshall, Jim Cressman, 
Louise Rodman, Buck Rodman, 
Deb Reid, and Mary Meadows. 
$20.00 winners include young 
Collin Coble, Gamma Lamda, Ken 
Carter, Louise Rodman, Mississippi 
Alpha, Mary Reiker, Hursel Disney, 
Buck Rodman and Beta Eta. I hope 
I haven't missed anyone. We have 
more winners to come and it's not 
to late to get in the running for the 
big prizes. 
 
     It has been a crazy time for me 
lately, with my house being broken 
into twice, on successive days, 
and having my laptop and digital 
camera taken, I was able to get my 
camera back luckily, working in a 
General Motors Dealership and 
wondering if we were going to sur-
vive the cuts, luckily we did, then 
getting hit by a hail storm and dam-
aging every vehicle on the lot.   
 
      At the Northern District Meet-
ing, held at Beta Nu, Brother Craig 
Carter and I came up with the idea 
of having a traveling Founders Day 
Ritual Troup, to go to different 
Chapters to perform the Ritual for 
those who have not seen it or would 
simply like to see it again. We will 
be working to bring this idea to a 
reality so keep watching for more 
information.    I am looking forward 
to a great Convention, until then 
always looking forward , Craig. 
 

June 
By Craig  Brutout 
National Auditor 

 
The time sure 
does fly by. Con-
vention time is 
here again and I 
am looking for-
ward to a great 
time in Danville 
t h i s  mon th . 
Pappy has done a 
great job this year and I thank him 
for his leadership and support. 
    
  The 20/20 is moving along and be-
low are a list of our lucky winners so 
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Convention  
By Brian Nelson 

National Sergeant-At-Arms 
 

  H o w d y 
brothers and 
sisters. Its 
July, and that 
means it’s 
c o n v e n t i o n 
time. Every 
year it has be-
come some-
thing that Candie and I look for-
ward to. It is like a prom for 
adults. It starts off on Thursday 
with a meeting in the morning, 
then a BBQ at night (Danville has 
some of the best BBQ around),  
Friday with the  President’s Ball, 
and Saturday ends it with an 
awards banquet.  Between all of 
these events are the ladies lunch-
eon and the golf outing. Well ac-
tually, partying at the hotel on 
Saturday night ends the weekend 
for us. Candie and I are fond of 
the hospitality room. I am looking 
forward to having a dance with 
Jerri Taylor, playing some Texas 
Hold’em  with Jim “I never bluff” 
Bates, and fellowshipping with 
everyone. 
 
  For those who did not know, I 
will be running for National Audi-
tor this year and I am looking for-
ward to hopefully getting the 
chance to meet the challenges of 
this office. I believe that I have 
completed my previous positions 
to the best of my abilities and I 
will continue to do so in the fu-
ture. With mentors like PNP Greg 
Sumpter, PNP Jim Myers and 
President Devin Reid to help me 
along the way, I am growing more 
confident every year.  With 

George, Jon, Craig, Sam, Tim and 
myself, PDK is in good hands. 
 
  Well I am going to let you go so 
that you can start packing your 
bags and we will see you at Dan-
ville in a few days. 

Chronicles of a First Lady 
by: Deb Reid 

 
 Holy Cow!!!! Where did the time 
go?  It doesn’t seem like a year 
ago that Devin became the Na-
tional President.  The old saying 
“Time flies when you’re having 
fun”  sure does apply to this past 
year.  I didn’t get to travel nearly 
as much as I wanted to; but we’ll 
still be traveling some, I’m sure.  
Anyway, from the time Devin got 
into the National chairs until now 
has been a truly wonderful experi-
ence.  I have had the opportunity 
to meet some really great people 
and make new friends.   I honestly 
encourage any of you out there 
that are weighing the decision 
about becoming a National Officer 
to just jump in and do it!!  You 
certainly will not regret your deci-
sion. 
 
  There are so many people that 
mentored, supported, gave advice, 
gave up their homes and made us 
feel at home that I am afraid if I 
tried to name everyone, inevitably 
I would forget someone.  So a 
heartfelt THANKS to you all.  
Your gestures of kindness will al-
ways be treasured; and the memo-
ries will last a lifetime. 
 
  I want to also thank Gamma 
Theta for supporting Devin.  They 

weren’t always able to travel 
and go with him/us; but we 
always felt their support, and 
it is very much appreciated. 
 
  I would imagine that from 
time to time I’ll have some-
thing to share and will write 
an article for the national 
magazine; but it will be a little 
strange at first to not write one 
every month. 
 
  Again, thanks for every-
thing!! It was a privilege to 
serve as your National First 
Lady!  Take Care and God 
Bless. 

MAGAZINE 
BOOSTER 
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COMING     EVENTS 
 
 
 

Jul. 15-18 National Convention, Gamma Theta, Danville, IN 
Aug. 10 Northern Brotherhood, Delta Nu, Plymouth, IN 
Oct. 12 Northern  Brotherhood, Gamma Lambda, Michigan City  
 
 Standing Events 
Every Friday, Dinner, Gamma Theta, Danville, IN 
Every 2nd Friday, Bingo & Dinner, Florida Nu, West Palm Beach 
Every 3rd Saturday, Dinner, Beta Nu, Kokomo, IN  
Every 3rd Friday, Dinner, Bunko, Florida Mu, Lake W orth, FL 
Every Last Friday, Blues Jam, Beta Nu, Kokomo, IN  
 
We can only put it in the Coming Events if you let us know!! By letting 
everyone know what is happening and when, it allows more members to 
make plans to attend. 

 

 
PDK 

 
BROTHERHOOD 

 
THE 

 
 VERY BEST 

  Travel  and Visits 
from  

Judy( Miss Kitty) Marshall 
National Sweetheart 
 

Saying thanks to each and every 
one of you is really easy, since 
you have been so thoughtful and 
kind in so many ways! The flow-
ers, cards, emails, gifts, calls, 
hugs and well wishes have been 
overwhelming this year and I 
have greatly appreciated each and 
every one of them. 
 
  To all the men of Phi Delta 
Kappa, the privilege of being your 
National Sweetheart this past year 
has been a special honor that I 
will never forget. 
 
  There have been so many out-
standing women whose footsteps 
I followed that I know what a rec-
ognition it really has been. 
The only complaint I have is the 
year went much to fast and I did-
n’t get to see many of you that I 
would love to have seen. 

 
 Hello from Cracker Country  

By David Reiker 
 
Hello again from cracker country. I 
guess by now most of you know 
that our chapter just bought a new 
pool table. So when there was a 
lapse in activity the other night, and 
being more of a schemer than an 
able player, I looked around for a 
noted “pool shark” to outwit him. 
So naturally when I spotted Don 
Dudley I knew I had my man. So 
Don elected to play “8-ball.” The 
object is for one player to knock in 
the balls from 1 thru 7 before at-
tempting to knock in the 8 ball and 
the other player must knock in the 
9 thru 15 before attempting to 
knock in the 8 ball. If you have 
completed knocking in all the balls 
and are now shooting at the 8 ball, 
which is black, you must not make 
the mistake of knocking in the cue-
ball, which is white. Or you lose 
the game.  
 
  Right away I knew I must have a 
game-plan so I decided to deliber-
ately avoid knocking in very many 
of the balls in order to cause confu-
sion for Don. As a matter of fact, 
Don started grumbling about not 
having any clear shots as the game 
progressed because he was trapped 
behind mine. “Super!!” Finally, 
after shooting in all his balls (1 thru 
7), it came time to shoot the 8 ball. 
(meanwhile, I had knocked in 2 of 
mine). My plan was working. Don 
then tried to knock in the 8 ball 
three times and on the fourth try he 
mistakenly knocked in the white 
ball. SHAZAM!! I WON!!!   I did-
n’t start to gloat or snigger at Don 
until he put down his cue-stick. 
And you should have seen his face 
when I reminded him that we were 

playing for $100.00. Well, not 
really, but it was worth a try. 
Gosh! What a sore loser.  
 
  And now for some fiction and 
fact from the Phi Delt Almanac A 
study was needed from some men 
with a bottomless pit of knowl-
edge to analyze the reason why 
progress and accomplishment al-
ways seems to fall on the same 
people. The study went no further 
than a panel of Phi Delts. Our 
conclusion was, “Many capable 
people would accomplish more in 
life if a few thorns grew in Lau-
rels, so they would be harder to 
rest upon.” So, be well and full of 
he%$#. Cracker boy signing off. 
Dave Rieker.    



 

 

 PHI DELTA KAPPA MAGAZINE  
 

8 

DELTA NU  
by 

BRYAN 
 
Here we go. May is gone. Where 
it went I don't know.    The stag 
was good. Not what we wanted 
but it turned out good.. Crowd 
was not as big as years before but  
was a good crowd. Fun was had 
by all that were there.  Thanks for 
the great food Don. 
 
A special thanks to YOUNG TV. 
Thanks for their help for the TV 
and Freezer that we were able to  
raffle off. Thank you Youngs TV. 
The month has been steady. Not a 
whole lot of anything going on. 
Great Brotherhood meeting at La-
Porte. Good  things from the Na-
tional Officers in attendence. Also 
good input from the members pre-
sent. The next Brotherhood meet-
ing will be in Plymouth on 

The sweetheart song will be 
sung to a new sweetheart, and I 
want you all to know that the 
tears never stopped when you 
sang it to me for I know how 
very special it really is! 
 
To the Mississippi Mafia I’m 
sorry I didn’t get down your 
way but know that I love you all 
and hope to see you soon. 
Now it is time for me to hand 
over the crown to a new sweet-
heart and I hope her year is as 
meaningful as mine has been. 
So one last time “Thank You” 
from the bottom of my heart! 
 
Miss Kitty 

August 10, 2009, at 8:00pm.. 
Hope we can have a good 
crowd there. 
 
Brothers, come down to the 
meetings and the functions. We 
miss you and need your sup-
port.      Read your flyers that 
Bro Tom sends out. Till next 
time remember to HUG A 
BROTHER AND A SIS-
TER'!!!!!!!!  PROUD TO BE 
A PHI DELT!!!!!!! 

GAMMA THETA 
By 

Scott Smith  
 

   Thanks to all the helped make 
the 2009 Relay for Life a tre-
mendous success.  It is events 
like Relay For Life that shows 
how much we can accomplish 
as a chapter when we all work 
together.  The action doesn’t 
slow down for members of 
PDK though as many great 
events, including a spaghetti 
dinner on Wednesday night.  
Information on all the events 
can be found in this edition for 
the PDK Gamma Theta  
N e w s l e t t e r . 
 
  Dinner for June 19th will be 
cooked by the gang of Butler, 
Bolton and Overby.  They will 
be making ribs, green beans, 
potatoes and mini cheese 
cakes.  Also if you are planning 
on bringing a group of 8 or 
more to dinners please let the 
cookers know so they can plan 
a c c o r d i n g l y . 
 
Please join us on Wednesday 

for a spaghetti dinner at 7:00 
P. M. as we celebrate Hursel 
Disney’s birthday and 58th 
year as a member!  A great 
time will be had by all with 
great food and fellowship as 
well so be sure to join us!  
Donations will be accepted.     
 
   National News and Notes 
Currently on sale are tickets 
for a special raffle that will be 
awarded during the National 
Convention.  You will be en-
tered to win 2 tickets to both 
the NASCAR Camping World 
Truck Series race, or Kroger 
200, NASCAR Nationwide 
Series race, both taking place 
at O’Reilly Raceway Park or 
2 suite tickets to the Allstate 
400 at the Indianapolis Motor 
Speedway.  Tickets are only 
$5.00 and will be available 
leading up to the conven-
tion.  Thanks to Bill Bailey 
and O’Reilly Raceway Park 
for donating the tickets. �� We 
are looking for volunteers for 
those that would like to help 
out for the  National Conven-
tion.  The help we need is var-
ied so there is something for 
everyone in the club to help 
with.  The signup sheet is at 
the Chapter House and be sure 
to help out and make this 
Convention the best one yet. 


