
HOW PHI DELTA KAPPA STARTED
(Part 2)
To College
But time drifted along and some of them passed out of school, and found their way into college. Not especially forgetting those that were left at home, but assuming a new field, they never lost interest in the Fraternity. Some of the founders joined college fraternities, and in those days it was not safe to acknowledge the fact that you belonged to what was known then as a high school "frat". Thus their home attachments were kept very still. Sanderson went to Butler College, and Paul Martin went to Indiana University. Both joined college fraternities. Martin established a new chapter in Columbus, Indiana. This was done through his room​mate, and in the following summer, they held their first National Convention.

DELTA CHAPTER INSTALLED
In the meantime those who were still at home had also been busy on the expansion idea, and other chapters were installed. Portland, Indiana chapter was installed. As would be expected the first National Convention was held in Marion, Indiana, and at that time "Scrubby" still reigned as the "King Bee". "Scrubby" presided and the National Convention moved off in a splendid way. The new members and delegates came into the Convention with new ideas, and early in 1904, the name was changed to coincide with the ritual.
SKINNER'S MAIDEN SPEECH
However, at this first Convention in 1906, there were only three or four chapters, and it was during that remarkable conclave that Malcomb Skinner of Portland made his maiden speech. Malcomb in those days had ambitions to become Governor of Indiana, and also to be a lawyer. He had already acquired a portion of his ambition - he was a prominent attorney at Portland. Malcomb came well prepared, and upon being called upon in the proper manner addressed the chair very impressively started with these well chosen words:
"In the course of human events it becomes necessary for men to" etc. etc.

It was a wonderful address to the Fraternity and made almost as lasting impression as the initiations. We venture to say Malcomb never made such a speech since. He trembled, coughed, drank from a broken glass pitcher of water that was provided for the speaker, and at times almost cried when he brought into his talk the seriousness of his words. Anyway they all liked it and the affair ended by electing Malcomb as National President.

THE FIRST DEATH
But these are only incidents. There was of course a more serious side to the Fraternity. In spite of what the founders might have done to keep up they did do some good things. The first death was Brother Horace Myers who died October 10, 1905. This was the first sorrow of "the fraternity, and his death made a lasting impression. There is a rather interesting incident connected with the death of Brother Myers. He had been working in Alabama and contracted yellow fever and upon being brought back to Marion was compelled to be isolated in a small cottage north of Marion near the present Country Club. Since his disease was very contagious no one would go near the cottage or show him any attention. This matter was brought up before the Fraternity and one of the brothers, George Green, volunteered to risk his own life by staying with and ministering to Myers until his death. Myers soon passed away but due to the strong constitution of Green he never contracted this deadly disease. 

GRAND FLUNKY
One of the offices of Iota Tau Kappa was known as "Grand Flunky". The first Grand Flunky was Loftis T. Jones, whose duty was to look after the cleaning of the cuspidors, to see that the meetings were not disturbed and that the Fraternity rooms were properly swept after each meeting.

FIRST SONG

The first Phi Delt song was written early in 1914. It was written by Prof. Edgar Riley of Marion at that time a member of Gamma Chapter. Professor Riley later became a active member of Alpha Chapter, Marion. The title of the song was "Phi Delt Days." The chorus runs as follows:

Here's to good old Phi Delt days, 

Here's to good old Phi Delt ways, 

Here's to the girls we love them all, 

Here's to our brothers short and tall, 

Now here's to our colors red and black, 

And here's to our wives till we get back. 

They never saw the streets of Louie-ville 

And that is why we celebrate 

This good old Phi Delt day. 

INSTALLING THE FIRST PHI DELT CHAPTER
In the early part of the year 1905 the founders of Phi Delta Kappa Fraternity, who constituted Alpha Chapter decided to grant to the younger men of Marion of Marion a charter of their own which in reality meant the opening of another chapter in Marion thus making alpha Grand Chapter a purely national chapter rather than local. This new chapter was called Gamma and was installed in September, 1905, however the charter was not issued until March 31, 1906. This in reality was the first charter granted but the chapter was not installed until after the installation of a couple of other chapters.
In the early summer of 1905 an application from a group of boys at Columbus, Indiana, was received. About the same time another application came from Portland, Indiana. As a mater of convenience the Portland chapter was installed first, early in June, 1905, and it was called Delta Chapter as the founders had previously planned to give the younger boys of Marion a chapter of their own. While Delta Chapter is the fourth in the Greek alphabet, it was in reality the first chapter installed out of Marion. The charter was issued March 31, 1906.
In September, 1905 Brother Oliver Kessler, a member of Alpha Chapter and Paul R. Martin, one of the founders, went to Columbus, Indiana, where they installed a chapter which was called Beta in view of the fact that it held second position in the application list.

Gamma Chapter at Marion got busy and lined up a chapter at Fairmount, Indiana, which was installed just before Christmas, 1905. This was called Epsilon Chapter, and the charter was issued August 1, 1906. Epsilon Chapter in turn installed a large chapter at Bluffton, Indiana, which was known as Zeta Chapter. The charter was issued August 1, 1906. The Bluffton, charter had twenty names on it. About this time Zach Sanderson, another of the founders, then in school at Butler College, Indianapolis, lined up the Indianapolis Manuel Training High School Chapter.
After these first few chapters were installed it became a  rather easy matter and the expansion idea grew rapidly.
FIRST CHARTERS GRANTED
Here is a list of the first eighteen charters granted in Phi Delta Kappa Fraternity. The first charters were actually granted March 31, 1906, although the Alpha Grand Charter bears the date of June 13, 1904. It was dated back, because it was actually issued at the time Gamma, Beta and Delta Charters were issued.
When the first three chapters, Gamma, Beta and Delta Chapters were installed, the founders issued temporary typewritten charters to the chapters telling them that if they proved worthy of Phi Delta Kappa permanent charters would be issued to them. The real reason for issuing temporary charters was due to the fact that there was no money in the treasury with which to have charters printed and it was necessary to wait until a few chapters were installed and installation fees collected, before having charters printed. The first charters were printed in March 1906 and on March 31, the founders hurried to the Marion Business College to have a expert penman execute the charters.
The first eighteen charters issued, with the names of the charter members, date issued and officers signing are: 

Alpha Grand Chapter
Marion, Indiana
Charter granted June 13, 1904

Paul R. Martin




Louis Elliott 

George Nottingham



Z. Chandler Sanderson 

Jim L. Reed




Ray L. Neal 

Gilbert M. Bainbridge


Loftis Jones
Jim L. Reed, National Secretary
Paul R. Martin, National Master of Ceremonies

George B. Nottingham, President

Gamma Chapter

Marion, Indiana
Charter granted March 31, 1906 

Arthur Bireley 




Lawrence Freel 

Nathan Stern




Sidney Smith  

Leo Brown





Richard Shield 

Lyle Frazee

Jim L. Reed, National Secretary 

Paul R. Martin, National Master of Ceremonies
Beta Chapter

Columbus, Indiana

Charter granted March 31, 1906

Paul Hathaway 




Walter Troutman 

Edward Ziegner




Cleveland Young 

Lawrence Lloyd




Frank Sohn


Earl Coulter




Charles Ross

Jim L. Reed, National Secretary 

Paul R. Martin, National Master of Ceremonies
Delta Chapter 

Portland, Indiana 

Charter granted March 31, 1906

George Foller 




Clarence N, Nichols

Orva Drake 




Durvin Kirkpatrick

Donald Hall 




Loman Kirkpatrick

Robert Moorman 




Ray Headington


Paul Jaqua

Jim L. Reed, National Secretary 

Paul R. Martin, National Master of Ceremonies
Zeta Chapter 

Bluffton, Indiana 

Charter granted August 1, 1906

Leon Locke 




Otis Ellingham 

Terrell Adams 




Clyde Mann 

Ward Sunier 




Ray Michael 

Oliver Craven 




Hugh Bender 

Otto Ratliff 




William Kaltwasser 

Herman Weicking 



Frank Vore, Jr. 

Hugh Thornburg




James Clark

Paul Tribolet




Frank McDowel

Clarence Rietler



Ralph Lounsberry

Stanley Tipinsky



B. A. Thompson

Edward H. Ziegner, National Secretary

Paul R. Martin, National Master of Ceremonies

Theta Chapter

Muncie, Indiana

Charter granted August 1, 1906

Ferdinand Munzenheimer


Herbert Rickard

Melvin Kramer




Dale Shock

Frank
Harrold




Earl Mitchner

Raleigh Rice




George Patterson

Glen Studebaker




Thomas Hanika

Harry Conroy




Charles Simmons

Russel Wiggins




Leo Young

George Hawk

Edward H. Ziegner, National Secretary

Paul R. Martin, National Master of Ceremonies 

Epsilon Chapter

Fairmount, Indiana

Charter granted August 1, 1906

Thad Shield




Frank Balderry

Edward Morgan




Arthur Harvey

Charles Allen




Dwight Shirey

Charles Scott




Roy Ganguish

Marvin Coyle




Harvey Stewart





Edward H. Ziegner, National Secretary

Paul R. Martin, National Master of Ceremonies 

Kappa Chapter

Warren, Indiana

Charter granted October 1, 1907

Howard Good




Chester Eastes

Earnest Adsit




Ovid Pulllev

Winton Beck




Russell Coles

Ralph Kreighbaum



Ralph Keller

Gilbert M. Bainbridge, National Secretary

Orville G. Drake, National Master of Ceremonies

Xi Chapter

Huntington, Indiana

Charter granted August 15, 1908

L. Heber La Mont



Earl Lind


Guy Henderson




Emery Smith

Harmon E. Wagner



Walter Wagner

Robert Somers

Eugene L. Chute, National Secretary

George M. Moritz, National Master of Ceremonies

Omicron Chapter

Goshen, Indiana

Charter granted September 11, 1908

Edward W. Neidig



Orlo Deahl

Mac Marks





S. Carl Whisler

Lloyd Simmons




Floys Wean

James S. Neville



Ray Swartz

Hubert Miller




Wallace Manrow

Claude E. Wiseman



Charles Wagner

Eugene L. Chute, National Secretary/Treasurer

George M. Moritz, National Master of Ceremonies

Rho Chapter

Indianapolis, Indiana

Charter granted December 14, 1908

John Gauchat




Carl Swartz

Glen Ralston




Hoyt Shepard

Carl Renick




Edwin Lewis

Carroll Kahn




Paul Garry

Norman Metcalf




Earnest Holland

Eugene L. Chute, National Secretary

George M. Moritz, National Master of Ceremonies

Phi Chapter

Elwood, Indiana

Charter granted June 6, 1910

Fred D. Mcdonel




Leo M. Maquire

Kenneth Call




John G. Scidmore

John W. Hoose




James H. Richwine

Fred Parker




Hugh Brandon

Paul Cochran




Clarence McDonald

Max Wilson





James White

George W. Brown




Calvin D. Sizelove

George M. Moritz, National Secretary

Ovid A. Pulley, National Master of Ceremonies

Chi Chapter

Richmond, Indiana

Charter granted June 7, 1910

James Fred Bollmeyer



Jessy Barnes

Ernest C. Lehman



Willard Kemper

Fred R. Rossiter



Earl Cotton

Otto Hiatt





Benton Barlow

Herbert Cotton




Ednor Rossiter

Raymond Weisbrodt

George M. Moritz, National Secretary

Ovid A. Pulley, National Master of Ceremonies

Ohio Gamma Chapter

Montpelier, Ohio

Charter granted September 23, 1911

Leo Perkins




Paul Scott

Earl Gould





Roy Waterstone

Clair Durfee




Clarence Durk

William Seward




Gail Gate

John F. Gauchat, National Secretary

Earle C. Rowe, National Master of Ceremonies

Beta Beta Chapter

Wabash, Indiana

Charter granted November 4, 1911

Sam Whistler




Barson Ellibee

M. H. Miller




Donald Marrer

Wayne Walrod




John Bender

Ross Richards




Donald Freeman

Harl Payton




Howard Ball

Glenn Jones




Earl Hamer

George Wilhelm




Thomas O’Brien

Melvin Dye

John F. Gauchat, National Secretary

Earle C. Rowe, National Master of Ceremonies

Ohio Eta Chapter

Greenville, Ohio

Charter granted October 3, 1913

Dennis Dwyer, Jr.



Casset Martin

Robert Allen




Willard Eidison

Carl Hench





Louis Weingertner

Harry Minnich




Frank Clear

Thomas Dwyer




Ralph Dunkle

Benjamin Harrison



Warren Husted

Robert McKnight




Chester Sellman

Charles Metzar

Ralph W. Ewry, National Secretary

Virgil Lawver, National Master of Ceremonies

Beta Nu Chapter

Kokomo, Indiana

Charter granted December 6, 1913

Russell Rollins




Allen Barker

Halbert Thompson



Henry Brembeck

Irvin Weaver




John Kenworthy

Roy Barker





William Workman

Ralph W. Ewry, National Secretary

Virgil Lawver, National Master of Ceremonies

Ohio Theta Chapter

Lancaster, Ohio

Charter granted January 6, 1914

Lester D. Cooper



Harold Stokes

Foster Sunderman



Ralph Searss

Fred Coonin




Herman Balthaiser

Howard Benadum




George Mechling

O. Pearrce Right



Richard Noles

Paul Oberdorfer




Walter Conkle

Clarence Myers




Arthur Kindler

Marion Pierce

Ralph W. Ewry, National Secretary

Virgil Lawver, National Master of Ceremonies


