HOW PHI DELTA KAPPA STARTED
(Part Three)
CONSTITUTION and MINUTES of FIRST MEETING
IOTA TAU KAPPA
(Forerunner of Phi Delta Kappa)
Positive proof is at hand that the first meeting of the founders of Phi Delta Kappa was held in Marion on June 7th, 1902. It was on this date that Iota Tau Kappa was launched. The fraternity flourished under this name until 1904 when the present ritual was written by Brother Paul Martin and the name was changed to Phi Delta Kappa to conform with the ritual.
The first record book has been located by Brother George B. Nottingham and this book contains the constitution of Iota Tau Kappa and the minutes of the first few meetings. The minutes start with the meeting of June 10th 1902, which was held three days following the first meeting. The constitution and minutes are in the hand writing of Brother Zack Chandler Sanderson and have been copied identically without changes:
CONSTITUTION OF IOTA TAU KAPPA
We, a select body of young men of the city of Marion, state of Indiana, in order to form a more perfect union, establish justice, insure domestic tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote the general welfare and insure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity, do ordain and establish this constitution of the Fraternity of the Iota Tau Kappa.
ARTICLE I
Section 1 - The Greek letters I.T.K. shall be known to the public, while the letters stand for I Tappa Kega known only by the members.
Section 2 - There shall be five officers. The First Grand Rusher, Second Grand Rusher, First Grand Dipper, First Grand Tapper and First Grand Flunky. The same officers shall constitute the executive committee.

Section 3 - The term of office shall be six months, the election being the second Thursday in June and the first Thursday in January.
Section 4 - All officers shall be removed from office on impeachment for and conviction of treason, bribery or other high crimes and misdemeanors.
This rule effects all members.
Section 5 - The regular meeting night shall be Thursday of each week. 
ARTICLE II
Section 1 - The amount of 50 cents shall be paid to the First Grand Tapper on the first meeting of every month. An initiation fee shall be charged every member amounting to $1.00.
Section 2 - Any person shall not be admitted to the society when voted against by one.
Section 3 - A written ballot shall be taken on the admittance of any member.
Section 4 - Each candidate shall before entering take upon himself the following oaths, read to him: "I do solemnly swear that I will to the best of my ability preserve, protect and defend the Constitution of this Fraternity."
Section 5 - Each member shall be given a mock initiation such as decided upon by the members already in.

Section 6 - A quorum shall consist of six members in good standing.
A meeting may be called at any time by the First Grand Rusher.
Section 7 - All members shall be held responsible for the secrecy of all the rules and regulations of this society and will be arrested if not standing by the rules.

ARTICLE III
Section 1 - This constitution may be changed by the vote of two thirds of the members present at any meeting. It is also subject to any number of amendments.

In witness whereof we subscribe our names, (Signed)

Geo. Nottingham, First Grand Rusher 

Walter Tukey




Ward Davis 

James Reed 




Paul Martin 

Albert Andrews




Loftis Jones 

Attest: Zach C. Sanderson, First Grand Dipper.
AMENDMENTS
1. After a member has withdrawn from the Fraternity, to renew this membership he must be re-voted into said Fraternity and must pay an entrance fee of $1.00 before obtaining said membership.
2. After a member has neglected to pay his dues for a period of two months he shall be suspended and after neglecting to pay the said dues for three successive months he shall be expelled from said Fraternity and can only be admitted under condition stated in amendment No. 1 in the Constitution of the Greek Fraternity Iota Tau Kappa.
MINUTES FIRST MEETING
10th day of June, 1902.
First report of the club I Tappa Kega, Tribe No. 1, City of Marion, State of Indiana. 

Meeting called at 8:30 o'clock at the Marion High School. Those present took upon themselves the oath to serve the Kega as
Faithful Knights of the I Tappa Kega men as follows: George Nottingham, Walter Tukey, Albert Andrews, Loftis Jones, James Reed, Zach Sanderson, Paul Martin and Ward Davis. Each declaring themselves faithful knights  they  proceeded  to elect their first Grand officers.
Sir Knight Geo. Nottingham was proposed for and elected as first Grand Rusher. He willingly accepted and bowing to the rest of the noble knights took the chair.
Sir Knight Nottingham takes the chair after the temporary chairman, Sir Knight A. Andrews. He then proceeds with elections.
Second Grand Rusher after being elected accepts the chair.
First Grand Rusher states that it was in order to elect the first Grand Dipper.
Zach Sanderson was selected, and after being elected, accepted.
Next came the election of First Grand Dipper. Albert Andrews was selected. 
Sir  Knight Paul Martin proposed that a Chief Flunky be  selected. Loftis Jones obtained that place.
A motion for adjournment was taken and passed.
Respectfully submitted,
(Signed) Zach C. Sanderson, First Grand Dipper. 
Approved Geo. Nottingham
MINUTES SECOND MEETING
16th day of June, 1902
Second report, I Tapa Kega, Tribe No. 1, City of Marion, State of Indiana.
Meeting called at Marion High School about 7:30 by First Grand Rusher. Seven members reported:
Paul Martin 




James Reed
George Nottingham 



Loftis Jones
Ward Davis 




Walter Tukey
Zach Sanderson 




Albert Andrews - absent
Sir Knight W. Davis proposed that six be made a quorum. Put before the house and passed.

First Grand Dipper reports on last meeting.
First Grand Rusher reads oath to Knights and all take it.
First Grand Flunky makes a report of surroundings.
Constitution read and accepted.
A members Consideration committee named secretly.
A Pin committee named: James Reed, Paul Martin, Chairman; Zach Sanderson. They will report at next meeting.
Room committee report.
Next meeting held at the Castle of Sir Knight Paul Martin, June 20, 1902.
Respectfully submitted,
(Signed) Zach Sanderson, First Grand Dipper 

Approved: First Grand Rusher.
MINUTES THIRD MEETING
June 20, 1902
Third report, I Tapa Kega. 
Meeting held at residence of Paul Martin was not attended by a
Quorum, but enough members were there and considered themselves sufficient to vote in new members.

Voted upon: Hubert Leas, Ralph Thornburgh, Louis Elliott, Arthur Bundy, Forney Behymer.

Taken in: Ralph Thornburgh, Louis Elliott, Forney Behymer.
Committee on Pins and Rooms report at next meeting.

Initiation set for next meeting.
(Signed) Zach Sanderson, First Grand Dipper

MINUTES FOURTH MEETING
June 23, 1902 

Fourth report. 
Meeting called to order by First Grand Rusher. 

David asserts that curtain and draperies can be bought at 30

cents a yard for $4.00 to cover bill.

No money in treasury and matter left over until the day June  26,
1902.
Members proposed.

Accepted - Paul Myers, Hammond Heal, Amos Olney.
Those present were - George Nottingham, Walter Tukey, Loftis Jones, Zach Sanderson, Albert Andrews, Ward Davis, Paul Martin, James Reed.
Loftis Jones fined 25 cents for breaking rules. 

Albert Andrews fined 10 cents for breaking rules. 

Pin and Room committee reports at next meeting.
(Signed) Zach Sanderson, First Grand Dipper
MINUTES FIFTH MEETING
Thursday, June 26, 1902. 

Meeting held at new rooms, eight o'clock.
Forney Behymer, Louis Elliott, Ralph Thornburgh, initiated.
Next meeting set for Thursday, July 3rd.

